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Helping y«u celebrate 
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Congratulates 

the 

SYDNEY 

SWANS 

on Winning the 

2012 

Premiership 
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CellarbratiQns 


Cellarbrations has all your favourite 
beers, wines, premixed drinks and 
spirits in store to help you celebrate 
the Swans Grand Final Victory! 

CellarbratiOns.com.au 


□ Available on the 

App Store 
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More info 1800 035 665 


Get the entire 2012 Toyota 
ATI Grand Final on DVD, in 
stores and available from 
tomorrow. 

Every spine tingling 
moment, from start to 
glorious finish. Your slice 
of history to keep and 
watch again and again. 

•The whole game 
uninterrupted 
• Alternative commentaries 
•Dnseen bonus footage 
•Full statistics 
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HANNEBERY 
DEFIES 
THE PAIN 

The moment arrived for Daniel Hannebery in 
the opening term not so much by choice or 
design, rather a miscued kick that threatened 
to catch Sydney’s defence off guard. As 
the ball swung and wobbled like a good 
outswinger in cricket, Hannebery had two 
choices. Go half-hearted, perhaps stumble 
and let someone else clean up the errant kick, 
or put his body on the line. He took the latter 
option. And in doing so, the Swans youngster 
has joined the Grand Final list of the bravest 
of brave. He weighs 78kg, 24kg lighter than 
David Hale, the Hawthorn ruckman who was 
catapulted into the marking contest with 
some help from Sydney’s Sam Reid. 

Hannebery went down as you would expect, 
but the ball remained in his vice-like grip. His 
lungs would have been screaming as he picked 
himself up to take the kick but he sucked in 
some deep breaths and launched the ball back 
Sydney’s way. Moments later, you could tell 
Hannebery was still hurting but he continued 
and finished high among Sydney’s best players. 

His mark might not have had the significance 
of Leo Barry’s match-saving effort in 2005 but 
for sheer courage it was right up there. 














CATCH ME 
IF YOU CAN 

Before the Grand Final, much of the hype 
centred around the two quickest men on the 
field - Sydney’s Lewis Jetta and Hawthorn’s 
Cyril Rioli. Rioli had earned selection in the 
All-Australian team, while Jetta was an 
unlucky omission after he kicked 40 goals in 
the home and away matches. Who was quicker 
and who would have the greater influence? 

Just a week earlier, Jetta had tongues 
wagging with his blistering 90m, three-bounce 
runaway goal against Collingwood in the 
preliminary final. 

Twenty-four hours later against Adelaide 
at the MCG, Rioli matched his effort with a 
fourth-quarter mark-and-goal, followed by 
a goal assist to Lance Franklin to push his 
team over the line and into the decider. 

So when the two paired off in a virtual 
match-race on the outer wing during the 
first quarter of the Grand Final, the stadium 
erupted. Jetta got the ball in the back pocket 
and took off, with Rioli in hot pursuit. The 
jet-heeled Jetta took four bounces, swerved in 
mid stride and eventually dropped Rioli before 
pumping the ball forward with a long kick. 

The image of the two speedsters roaring down 
the outer wing will live long in the memory. 
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Australia’s first ever official AFL Premiership Coin struck by the Royal Australian Mint 


A one ounce pure silver proof coin, with the 
Sydney Swans name immortalised on the face 
with the Premiership Cup. 

Mintage restricted to only 5000 coins, a highly 
sought after collector’s piece. 


A cast metal replica of 
the AFL Premiership 0 
Cup, detailed as per 
the original. 


Replica Premiership 
Player’s Medallion, the 
most sought after prize 
in Australian sport. 


Premiership mb; 


SHIP COIN 


Official photograph of 
the Sydney Swans and a 
Certificate of Authenticity 
all presented in a 
mahogany box! 


With a strictly limited release of 5,000 call Global Shop Direct or go online immediately to order: 


Order now or miss out! Call 1300790476 2“^" thepremiershipcollection.com.au 


Australian Government 
Royal Australian Mint 


The Royal Australian Mint is responsible for producing all of Australia’s circulating coins 
and a range of high quality collector coins commemorating significant milestones, events 
and other themes that are important to Australians. There is nothing more important than 
the 2012 Toyota AFL Grand Final and Premiership Winning Team. 


* Artist impression only 
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PLUS 


PREMIERSHIP COLLECTION 


Strictly 
limited to 
only 5,000 

First time 
ever! 


SYDNEY SWANS 


2012 PREMIERS 


Also available through the Sydney Swans shop.sydneyswans.com.au 


The collection can be yours for only $295 plus $19.95 postage and handling. 




i 


GLOBAL SHOP 

































THE MAN OF 
THE MOMENT 


Nick Malceski has not been a noted 
goalkicker over his 126-game career, but his 
two goals in the Grand Final, at either end of 
an enthralling contest, had a massive impact. 

After Hawthorn’s Xavier Ellis scored 
the first goal of the Grand Final, Malceski, 
who had scored only 52 goals before the 
Grand Final, managed the reply within two 
minutes with a remarkable snap from near 
the boundary line at the 10-minute mark of 
the opening quarter. 

The ball spilled free from a stoppage 
and Malceski pounced on it deep in the left 
forward pocket at the Punt Road end. Under 
severe pressure, he threw the ball on his left 
boot and the ball floated through. 

In the final term, Malceski sealed the 
Swans’ victory with their 14th goal, this time 
with a snap from close range. 

Apart from the two goals, Malceski had a 
profound influence in supporting his fellow 
defenders when they were under siege at 
various stages, picking up 17 possessions 
and laying seven tackles. 

Malceski was an emergency in the 2005 
premiership team and a member of the side 
that lost to West Coast in the 2006 Grand 
Final. This year’s victory was a fitting 
reward for a player who had worked so 
hard to come back after multiple serious 
knee injuries. 
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GOODES UP 
WITH THE 
GREATS 

Adam Goodes is now surely the greatest 
‘Blood’ to have played the game. 

South Melbourne and the Sydney Swans 
have been represented by legends such as 
Roy Cazaly, Bob Pratt, Bob Skilton, Paul Kelly 
and Tony Lockett. Goodes’ two premierships, 
matched by his two Brownlow Medals, lift 
him higher. 

The 32-year-old was simply awesome 
in the Grand Final and his ability to overcome 
a torn ligament in his knee to play a crucial 
role in the Swans’ 10-point win embodied 
everything the club stands for. 

His impact on the game early could not 
be understated. Goodes threw himself into 
every contest he could and proved a source of 
inspiration to his teammates, as he has done 
for his career. 

Goodes had 14 disposals and one of his most 
important was a vital goal in the final term, 
when he crumbed a marking contest deep in 
the Swans’ forward line and snapped truly. 

His courageous performance will go down 
in football folklore. And his list of accolades, 
which also includes three best and fairest 
awards and a place in the indigenous team of 
the century, ensure he will end his career among 
the greatest players the game has seen. 












FLYING THE FLAG 


hamstring injury, Pyke needed to take over 
the Swans’ No. 1 role. Mumford was forced to 
spend large chunks of his time in the forward 
line, which meant Pyke was largely one out 
against Hawthorn tandem David Hale and 
Jarryd Roughead. 

Pyke could have been forgiven for being 
overawed by the occasion, but he proved 
from the start he was not just making up the 
numbers. The ruckman gathered 16 disposals, 
hauled in six marks (three contested) and 
racked up 29 hit-outs. 

With Mumford clearly restricted, Sydney 
subbed him out of the game to bring on Luke 
Parker and his fresh legs in the final term. 

That meant Pyke was forced to go it alone 
in the decisive final moments of the game. 

He acquitted himself brilliantly and was 
a key player in the Swans’ fifth premiership. 


Canadian Mike Pyke, pictured here in front of 
his native flag and with his prized medallion, is 
a premiership player. His transformation from 
rugby union international to Sydney Swans 
premiership ruckman is simply a great story. 

Pyke hails from Victoria, the capital of British 
Columbia, about 100km from Vancouver, one of 
Canada’s largest cities. The 28-year-old notched 
20 caps for his national rugby team and even 
scored a remarkable length-of-the-field try 
against the mighty All-Blacks. But Pyke became 
dissatisfied with his life’s ambition and Sydney 
presented him a golden opportunity to thrive in 
afresh environment. 

It was in his newest pursuit that the 
200cm big man shone in a quite different 
Victoria, on the biggest stage, in the largest 
sport, in a foreign country. With fellow 
ruckman Shane Mumford hobbled by a 



















BLOODS 

BROTHERS 

You want a premiership team? This is a 
premiership team in the true sense of the term. 
It contains few stars. Only two players, Ted 
Richards and Josh Kennedy, were named in 
the All-Australian team. It has unfashionable, 
recycled players such as Rhyce Shaw and Mitch 
Morton. Midfielders such as Mark McVeigh, Ryan 
O’Keefe and Daniel Hannebery are known more 
for their grunt than their class. Key forwards 
Sam Reid and Lewis Roberts-Thomson are 
ranked nowhere near the top line of attacking 
targets. Defenders Nick Smith and Alex Johnson 
were barely known beyond Bondi before this 
finals series. And yet, together they have 
hoisted the premiership cup after a pulsating 
Grand Final against Hawthorn, the most 
successful club of the past 50 years, a club that 
in the modern era has boasted a glittering array 
of stars, but whose stars were cut down by this 
modest lot of premiership heroes. 

The Swans lifted when needed. The 
distinctly low-key Roberts-Thomson was 
a star in the 2005 premiership team and 
he steered his team towards another flag. 

The two 300-game players, Adam Goodes 
and Jude Bolton, were like old crocks but 
stirred themselves towards the ultimate 
achievement in football for a second time. 

The good ship Swans was piloted by John 
Longmire, an unassuming master. Longmire’s 
players bought into his team-first ethos. 

It earned them a premiership flag. 
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HOW THE FLAG WAS WON 



faxaptain Jarrad 
McVeigh’s delight is 
obvious as his teammates 
embrace after a stunning 
Grand Final win. 


SUPERB 
SWANS SEAL 
A CLASSIC 


The Sydney Swans' relentless pressure, combined with their team-first 
attitude, secured the club its fifth premiership. BEN COLLINS 


T he Sydney Swans’ 

thrilling 10-point Grand 
Final victory summed 
them up as a team 
and a club: resilient, 

resourceful, tireless, and as selfless as any 
that has graced the game. 

Against a highly favoured Hawthorn 
team that was widely regarded as far more 
talented, the Swans appeared in serious 
trouble at a couple of critical junctures. But 
as great sides have a habit of doing, they just 
kept finding a way until they conquered. 

In front of a crowd of 99,683, Hawthorn 
kicked the last three goals of the opening 
term to lead by 19 points at the first change 
- and the deficit actually flattered the 
Swans. The Hawks dominated to such an 
extent that it looked like the game could be 
over by half-time. And in some ways it did, 
but not in the way most expected. 

In the first half-hour, the Swans had 
placed an extra man in defence in an 
unsuccessful attempt to stifle Hawthorn 
superstar Lance Franklin, but this 
allowed Hawks defenders Josh Gibson 
and Luke Hodge to do as they pleased. 
Thereafter, Sydney generally went 
seven-on-seven in attack. 

The tactic had immediate and 
devastating results with the Swans piling 
on 8.1 while their No. 1 rated defence 
restricted the competition’s most potent 
attack to just two behinds. The Swans 


had opened up a 28-point lead midway 
through the third term. 

Sydney’s single miss in this period was 
a left-foot snap from Josh Kennedy, the 
former Hawk, who hit the post while 
attempting his third goal. With a little luck, 
the Swans could have been 33 points clear. 

Amazingly, just 10 minutes into the 
third quarter they reached their average 
tackle count of 72. (They finished with 
a phenomenal 110.) This also kept the 
Hawks’ uncontested marks and disposal 
efficiency to season-low tallies. 

Just as remarkably, the Swans kept 
Hawthorn goalless for a 44-minute period. 

Then the momentum of the game 
swung violently once again. In fact, it 
seemed to depend on which team was 
kicking towards the city end, where 19 
of the 25 goals were scored. 

The Hawks rattled on the next five goals 
in the space of just 10 minutes to snatch 
a four-point lead late in the quarter. 

Swans co-captain Jarrad McVeigh 
converted from a 50m penalty - the 
result of an uncharacteristically sloppy 
effort by Hawks star Sam Mitchell - but 
Hawthorn still managed to skip away to 
a 12-point lead in the last quarter and 
threatened to run away. 

Franklin had the chance to extend 
the advantage to 17 points but missed. 
Opposed to Ted Richards, who had enjoyed 
great success on him in their previous two » 
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REMARKABLE JOURNEYS: His grandfather and father 
are revered figures at Hawthorn, but Josh Kennedy 
(top) is now a premiership hero at Sydney, while 
Canadian Mike Pyke, a former rugby union international, 
was the surprise packet of the Grand Final with 
a superb game in the ruck. 


encounters, the game’s best forward had 
nine shots at goal, but blazed 3.4 and two 
out of bounds on the full. 

The Swans continued to breathe - barely 

- and then began to power. 

Despite being unlucky not to receive 

several free kicks in a five-minute period 
midway through the final term, they 
managed to get seven points clear following 
goals to Daniel Hannebery on the run, 
Kieren Jack from a dreadful Hawthorn error 
in the goalsquare, and co-captain Adam 
Goodes with a brilliant, bouncing snap. 

The Hawks added three behinds 

- including one from a regulation 
opportunity for Jack Gunston, whose 
season tally from set shots had been 29.5 - 
to claw back within four points. 

The sealer came with just 34 seconds 
remaining when defender Nick Malceski 
snapped truly. The left-footer had bobbed 
up to slot the Swans’ first and last goals. 

Despite finishing well behind in 
many key statistical categories, including 
43-61 in inside-50s - Sydney won its 


fifth premiership, and its second in 
seven years. 

The Norm Smith Medal was awarded to 
Ryan O’Keefe, who amassed 28 disposals 
and limited Mitchell’s effectiveness after 
quarter-time. 

In his acceptance speech, he paid tribute 
to his football “brothers” and exhorted 
them to “run amok”. 

Hannebery was probably the next-best 
afield with a team-high 29 touches. As he 
received his premiership medal, he leaned 
into the microphone and exclaimed: 

“How good is it?” 

Veteran Jude Bolton - one of just four 
Swans to remain from the 2005 triumph 
(with Goodes, O’Keefe and Lewis 
Roberts-Thomson) had shown extraordinary 
courage and toughness to play with partial 
tears in both the anterior and posterior 
cruciate ligaments in his left knee, which he 
suffered in round 19 against Carlton. Many 
players would not have made it back, but 
Bolton missed just three games and was 
a typically blood-and-guts competitor. 
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HOW THE FLAG WAS WON 



Any time, anywhere, we did it 

CO-CAPTAIN JARRAD McVEIGH 


When he was introduced to the crowd, 
fans screamed “Juuuuude!” On the dais he 
roared: “This is for the Bloods again!” Of 
course, he was referring to the legendary 
ethos of all-for-one-and-one-for-all that has 
been so critical to the club’s success over the 
past decade. 

Co-captain Jarrad McVeigh, in a raspy 
voice that amplified the struggle, then told 
his teammates over the microphone: “Any 
time, anywhere, we did it. This is going to 
be the best month of our lives.” 

McVeigh has been through enormous 
upheaval in his personal life over the past 12 
months. Last year, he and wife Clementine 
suffered the tragic loss of baby daughter 
Luella. This year has been far better, 
bringing with it another daughter, Lolita, 
and his first premiership. But had the Swans 
lost, he would have coped better than most. 
After all, he’s been through infinitely worse. 

McVeigh and coach John Longmire 
received the premiership cup from 
much-loved Swans great Bob Skilton. 

As the Swans gathered for the 
premiership photo on the dais, the 
paparazzi appeared to miss an emotional 
moment as Josh Kennedy shared a lingering 
embrace with his grandfather, John 
Kennedy snr. 

The Kennedy name is revered at 
Hawthorn. Kennedy snr coached the club to 
its first three premierships. John Kennedy jnr 
- Josh’s father - was a four-time premiership 
player and is now the president of the club’s 
past players’ association. 

Young Josh left the club of his birth 
in pursuit of opportunity after playing 
just 13 games in two seasons and being 
told he couldn’t be guaranteed a game. 
Three years later, he has won a club best 
and fairest, All-Australian selection, a 
reputation as one of the best inside players 
in the game, and now a premiership at the 
expense of his former club. 

And he was an influential player on the 
day with 26 possessions and two goals, 
proving the catalyst for strong starts to the 
second and third terms. 

Another great name of a rival club has 
also flourished with the Swans. Rhyce 
Shaw’s father Ray and uncle Tony both 
captained Collingwood (the latter led the 


Pies to the 1990 flag), and his brother Heath 
was part of the club’s 2010 premiership 
side. But he needed a change and the 
Harbour City represented a footballing 
refuge at the opposite end of the hype 
spectrum to Collingwood. 

Shaw finally exorcised his demons of 
the 2003 Grand Final. In his fourth season 
with the Swans, Shaw has become the 
club’s best rebounding defender with his 
pace and daring. 

Key forward Sam Reid also joins his 
Magpie brother Ben as a premiership 
player. They had played on each other 
in the previous week’s preliminary final. 
After struggling for form recently, the 
youngster claimed several contested marks 
in the Grand Final. 

One of the greatest stories has been 
Canadian rugby union convert Mike Pyke. 
With the promise of rain, there was talk 


Pyke might be left out of the team for 
balance. But he remained in the side and 
made an enormous impact 

Pyke’s senior ruck partner Shane Mumford 
missed out on a premiership at Geelong in 
2009, but has largely carried the Swans’ 
big-man department for the past three years. 

Another Swan with a rugby (league) 
pedigree is Kieren Jack - the son of former 
Australian representative Garry Jack - 
who has also come a long way since being 
slammed for his disposal early in his career. 
He was one of five Swans to chime in with 
two goals in the Grand Final. 

The Swans did not get any majors out of 
Lewis Jetta - the club’s leading goalkicker 
this season with 45. And he had just 12 
kicks for the afternoon. But it seemed 
every time the electrifying Jetta touched 
the ball, something happened. His long, 
bouncing run from defence, leaving » 
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Some bloke 
said I'm the 
luckiest man in 
the world - and 
I tend to agree 

MITCH MORTON 


Hawk speedster Cyril Rioli in his wake, 
is certain to become part of Grand Final 
folklore. He is a special talent. 

An unlikely hero was former West Coast 
and Richmond discard Mitch Morton. 
During the Grand Final parade the 
previous day, he volunteered: “Some bloke 
just said I’m the luckiest man in the world 
- and I tend to agree.” 

Morton, who was traded to the Swans for 
a pick Richmond did not even use, played 
his first game for his new club in round 21 
and always appeared on the brink of losing 
his spot. But in the Grand Final he kicked 
two goals - both from neat snaps - and kept 
a crucial ball alive in the final term that 
resulted in a goal to Jack. 

At the opposite end of the food chain, 
Goodes is now a dual premiership player to 
go with his two Brownlow Medals status. 
He has improved his leadership to a point 


where he has earned universal respect 
from the football world. Great team success 
is always built on great individual success, 
and inspiring personal stories. 

None have been bigger than Longmire, 
who replaced Roos just two years ago as 
part of a superbly executed succession plan. 

His peers voted him the AFL Coaches’ 
Association coach of the year - and it is 
little wonder. Longmire took the Swans to a 
premiership against seemingly overwhelming 
odds. Indeed, it was one of the most 
unexpected triumphs in recent memory. 

Such assessments do not denigrate 
the Swans or their achievement. On the 
contrary, in fact - they actually highlight a 
monumental feat in the history of the game. 

Longmire’s first-up effort last year to 
finish sixth was seen as admirable rather 
than a portent of the glory that was to 
follow just 12 months later. 
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HOW THE FLAG WAS WON 



They won their first five games this 
season by an average of 34 points before 
losing three of their next four. Then they 
won nine in a row by an average of 46 
points, before again losing three of their 
next four. 

They still had the double chance, but 
there were indications they might again be 
among the also-rans in September. 

The finals presented another series of 
Everest-like challenges for the Swans. 
Remarkably, they overcame longstanding 
hoodoos in three successive finals. 

The Swans had won just one of their 
previous nine games against Adelaide, but 
defeated the Crows by 29 points at AAMI 
Stadium in the qualifying final. 

Their preliminary final opponent, 
Collingwood, had beaten them 11 
successive times, seven times at Sydney’s 
ANZ Stadium. But the Swans led from 


start to finish in a comprehensive 
26-point victory - a margin that flattered 
the 2010 premier. 

It was a great omen. The previous 
time Sydney had beaten the Magpies - 
in round 13 of 2005 - it went on to win 
the premiership. 

In the Grand Final, the Swans had the 
dual problem of trying to overcome a 
mighty opponent and their own dismal 
record at the MCG. All they had to show 
from their previous nine games on the 
hallowed turf was a measly draw. 

In stark contrast, the Hawks had played 15 
times at the MCG this season and won eight 
of their previous nine games at the ground. 

Hawthorn deserved premiership 
favouritism after easily being the AFL’s best 
side from round 10 onwards. It won 14 of its 
next 15 games (including the first eight in 
succession by an average of 81 points). 


The Grand Final combatants had 
previously produced two wildly fluctuating 
contests this season. 

In their first clash - at Aurora Stadium 
in Launceston in round five - the Swans 
trailed by 22 points in the second quarter 
before piling on 11 of the next 13 goals to 
storm to a 37-point victory. 

It was the day Sydney announced itself 
as a premiership contender. 

The Swans rose to the top of the 
ladder and stayed there for seven 
weeks until Hawthorn pipped them at 
the SCG in a top-of-the-table clash in 
round 22. 

In a thriller, Sydney led by 38 points 
midway through the second term only 
to go down by seven points. 

Five weeks later, the roles were 
reversed yet again in one of the truly 
great Grand Finals. » 


PREMIERS 2012 i SYDNEYSWANS 23 
















SURPRISE PACKET: Mitch Morton, discarded by 
West Coast and Richmond, kicked two telling goals 
in the second quarter and had a crucial hand in 
another in the final term. 


W hen Longmire took 
over from Paul Roos 
as Swans coach at 
the end of the 2010 
season, most assumed he had inherited 
a team in decline. 

In hindsight, he had inherited a team 
- indeed, an entire football department 
- that had been conditioned to remain 
competitive, even in the most testing times. 

Such was - and is - Roos’s legacy and 
the Bloods ethos. 

Of course, Longmire was intimately 
involved in establishing such things, 
having been an assistant to Roos for 
the best part of a decade. 

But, when the coaching succession 
plan came into effect, the consensus 
view was the Swans would struggle. 

After winning the premiership in 2005 
and finishing runner-up the following 
year, they had dropped off the pace. 

In 2009, they finished 12th, missing 
the finals for the first time in seven years 


(since their turbulent 2002 season when 
Rodney Eade was sacked mid-season 
and replaced by Roos). Injuries had been 
costly, but many believed the slump 
was inevitable after the team had defied 
gravity for so long by stringing together 
so many September campaigns. 

Predictably, most wrote off Sydney for 
2010, but Roos conjured an unlikely finals 
appearance in his last season, and even came 
within a goal of a preliminary final berth. 

The gloomy forecast had nought to do 
with Longmire’s appointment. First and 
foremost, the Swans appeared to have 
major personnel issues. 

At the time, some speculated that Bolton 
was past his best at 30. Goodes was showing 
no signs of slowing down but would be 31 
before he next played; and the club’s other 
major star, O’Keefe, would be 30. 

This was in addition to the fact that, 
in the last three seasons of the Roos 
era, the Swans lost a raft of premiership 
players, including Barry Hall and Darren 


| PREMIERS 2012 


24 


SYDNEY SWANS 


To purchase photos from this book go to aflphotos.com.au 






HOW THE FLAG WAS WON 


2012 AFL GRAND FINAL IN DETAIL 


SYDNEY SWANS 1.4 7.4 10.5 14.7(91) 

HAWTHORN 4.5 4.6 9.10 11.15(81) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - O’Keefe, Hannebery, Kennedy, McVeigh, Jetta, Goodes. 
Hawthorn - Franklin, Sewell, Burgoyne, Mitchell, Breust, Hale. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Jack 2, Kennedy 2, Malceski 2, McVeigh 2, Morton 2, 
Goodes, Hannebery, Reid, Roberts-Thomson. Hawthorn - Franklin 3, Breust 2, 
Gunston 2, Hale 2, Ellis, Smith. 

UMPIRES: Brett Rosebury, Matt Stevie, Simon Meredith 
CROWD: 99,683 at the MCG. 

NORM SMITH MEDAL: Ryan O’Keefe 
JOCK McHALE MEDAL: John Longmire 


Jolly in trades; and Brett Kirk, Michael 
O’Loughlin, Leo Barry and Jared Crouch 
to retirement. 

And in the first season of Longmire’s 
reign, defenders Craig Bolton and Tadhg 
Kennelly also hung up their boots. 

They weren’t just terrific players but 
respected leaders and strong personalities 
who were crucial to the dynamics of the 
playing group. They had set standards and 
then exceeded them. 

They have made 
a mockery 
of the theory 
clubs need to 
bottom out 

Spiritually, the biggest loss was Kirk, 
who had long been the heartbeat of the 
club with his fanatically focused yet holistic 
approach driving the Bloods culture. 

Such a mass exodus would have left 
a gaping hole in many playing lists and 
required a considerable recovery time. 

But the Swans have made a mockery 
of the theory clubs need to bottom out in 
order to rise again, believing it possible 
to remain in the finals mix through 
constant, subtle regeneration. 

In any case, they could not afford to 
bottom out in the Sydney market, where 
a slump could have a huge bearing on 
sponsorship, membership and the general 
growth of the club, its brand and that of the 
AFL. These pressures only intensified with 
the addition of a cross-town rival, Greater 
Western Sydney. 

Sydney’s remarkable capacity to remain 
competitive over the past decade has 
become part of the club’s DNA. 

The key figures have been Roos and 
Longmire, who, between them, have taken 
the Swans to nine of the past 10 finals series 
for three Grand Finals, two premierships 
and a third placing. » 


WHATTHEYSANG 

Cheer, cheer the red and the white, 
Honour the name by day and by night, 
Lift that noble banner high, 

Shake down the thunder from the sky 


TEAMS AS SELECTED 

SYDNEY SWANS 

B: Shaw, Richards, Mattner 

HB: Johnson, Grundy, Smith 

C: Jetta, Jack, McVeigh 

HF: O’Keefe, Reid, Bird 

F: Pyke, Goodes, Roberts-Thomson 

R: Mumford, Kennedy, Bolton 

l/C: Malceski, Hannebery, Morton 

SUBSTITUTE: Parker 

EMERG: Armstrong, Dennis-Lane, Walsh 


Whether the odds be great or small, 
Swans will go in and win overall 
While her loyal sons are marching 
Onwards to victory! 


HAWTHORN 

B: Birchalt, Gibson, Stratton 

HB: Suckling, Schoenmakers, Burgoyne 

C: Lewis, Mitchell, Smith 

HF: Breust, Franklin, Gunston 

F: Rioli, Roughead, Puopolo 

R: Hale, Hodge, Sewell 

l/C: Ellis, Young, Shiels 

SUBSTITUTE: Savage 

EMERG: Bailey, Cheney, Murphy 


SYDNEY'S GRAND FINAL STATISTICS 


Player Name 

K 

H 

D 

M 

HO 

T 

FF 

FA 

G 

B 

DT 

Craig Bird 

10 

9 

19 

4 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 

1 

79 

Jude Bolton 

6 

7 

13 

2 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

66 

Adam Goodes 

7 

7 

14 

2 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1 

0 

71 

Heath Grundy 

7 

7 

14 

3 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

43 

Daniel Hannebery 

12 

17 

29 

4 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

108 

KierenJack 

9 

5 

14 

3 

0 

9 

1 

2 

2 

0 

89 

Lewis Jetta 

12 

0 

12 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

48 

Alex Johnson 

10 

5 

15 

4 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

65 

Nick Malceski 

14 

3 

17 

2 

0 

7 

0 

1 

2 

0 

91 

Martin Mattner 

5 

6 

11 

1 

0 

6 

0 

1 

0 

0 

51 

Jarrad McVeigh 

17 

4 

21 

7 

0 

9 

2 

1 

2 

0 

127 

Mitch Morton 

6 

5 

11 

2 

0 

4 

0 

1 

2 

0 

59 

Shane Mumford 

3 

3 

6 

2 

14 

3 

1 

2 

0 

0 

42 

Ryan O’Keefe 

15 

13 

28 

3 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

140 

Josh Kennedy 

14 

12 

26 

2 

0 

4 

0 

3 

2 

1 

92 

Luke Parker 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

14 

Mike Pyke 

7 

9 

16 

6 

29 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

100 

Sam Reid 

6 

7 

13 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

60 

Ted Richards 

7 

4 

11 

2 

0 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

52 

Lewis Roberts-Thomson 

6 

8 

14 

7 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

78 

Rhyce Shaw 

9 

6 

15 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56 

Nick Smith 

6 

5 

11 

4 

0 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

53 

TOTALS 

190 

143 

333 

69 

44 

110 

10 

21 

14 

6 

1584 


K Kicks, H Handbatls, D Disposals, M Marks, HO Hit-outs, T Tackles, FF Free kicks for, FA Free kicks against, G Goals, B Behinds, 
DT Toyota AFL Dream Team points 
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THE FINAL SIREN: As the Hawks slump in despair, 
it’s party time for the Swans and their loyal fans. 


What makes this all the more remarkable 
is that Longmire was an accidental coach. 

If he had not missed the 1996 
premiership with North Melbourne, 
Longmire might never have coached. That 
year, while recovering from a second knee 
reconstruction, he assisted Denis Pagan in 
the coach’s box. It was the first time he had 
contemplated coaching. 

Longmire also missed the 1998 Grand 
Final (which North lost), and regards 
himself as lucky to play in the 1999 
premiership side (his last match) after 
battling more injuries. He believes such 
experiences help him empathise with 
players who encounter hardship. 

A player’s man at heart, he was 
vice-president of the AFL Players’ 
Association for three years and also headed 
up IMG’s AFL division as a player agent. 

He had a broad perspective of the football 
industry before he even pursued coaching. 

Longmire - who spent the first 16 years 
of his life on a grain farm near Corowa in 
the Riverina district of New South Wales - 
joined the Swans as an assistant coach at 
the end of 2001. He was keen to work under 
Eade, whose more instinctive approach 
contrasted with Pagan’s structured regime. 


Before then, Longmire had hardly known 
fellow assistant Roos. But they quickly, 
fatefully, became entwined. 

Midway through their first season 
together, Eade was sacked and Roos took 
over as caretaker coach. Longmire was 
uncertain about his future. Of course, Roos 
would win the job, and so started a long 
and successful relationship between the 
coach and his most trusted assistant. 

The pair clicked immediately. In many 
ways they were similar in personality- 
driven, forward-thinking, tough when 
required, but down-to-earth. Longmire 
also became a convert to Roos’s football 
philosophies, which revolved around 
winning contested possessions, defence, 
competitiveness and continual improvement. 

Longmire was particularly taken with 
Roos’s insistence on giving players a say, 
and some responsibility, rather than simply 
imposing discipline upon them. This led to 
the creation of the Bloods culture. 

The succession plan was the result of 
a combination of factors: Roos feeling as 
though he had had enough of coaching, 
along with a wish to devote more time to 
family matters, and a determination to 
ensure Longmire was not lost to the Swans. 
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They had almost lost him once, at 
the end of 2006, when he came close 
to getting the St Kilda coaching job, 
which was won by fellow Swans 
assistant coach Ross Lyon. 

The handover was as seamless as could 
be imagined. Of course, the key was 
Longmire had been an integral part of 
the Swans’ coaching panel for 10 seasons 
(including the last four as senior assistant 
and coaching coordinator), the players 
loved and respected him, and he had been 
exposed to more on-the-job training than 
your typical, so-called rookie coach. 

During NAB Cup campaigns, 

Longmire would coach the side under 
Roos’s supervision. 

During home and away matches, Roos 
began coaching from the interchange bench 
so he could deliver messages faster and 
have more one-on-one contact with players. 
Of course, this would not have even been a 
consideration if Roos did not have complete 
faith in Longmire’s ability to coordinate 
operations from the coach’s box. 

Such trust was also obvious when 
Roos gave Longmire the responsibility 
of running the Swans’ pre-Christmas 
training programs. (This also allowed 
Roos and his family to spend time in 
the United States with his wife 
Tammy’s family.) 

The decision to rubber-stamp the 
succession plan was basically a no-brainer 
for the Sydney board, which found 
the continuity of a competitive system 
appealing. Their replacement coach would 
basically be a younger version of Roos. 

In the latter stages of the Roos reign, 
Longmire’s apprenticeship became even 
more comprehensive as he worked even 
closer with Roos and spent more time 
liaising with the club’s medicos, fitness staff 
and board members. He was also given a 
greater say in key decisions, including those 
relating to recruiting - and this is where 
the club has been able to maintain its proud 
finals status. 

The Swans have identified the talent, 
secured via the draft or in trade periods, 
embraced it with their culture, and nurtured 
and refined it with quality coaching. 

Trading for Kennedy, Mumford, Shaw, 



CHEER, CHEER THE RED AND THE WHITE: 

Veteran Jude Bolton and Kieren Jack are 
all smiles, while (right), club stalwart Ken 
Williams leads the Swans in a rousing 
rendition of the club song. 


Ben McGlynn and Mattner, for little outlay, 
have proved to be masterstrokes. 

Critically, they have also injected 
speedy, skilful players such as 
McGlynn and youngsters Jetta, Trent 
Dennis-Lane and Gary Rohan to 
complement their abundance of inside 
players with damaging outside run. 

Through the draft and rookie system, 
they have also added the likes of Reid, Jack, 
Pyke, Hannebery, Craig Bird, Nick Smith, 
Alex Johnson and Luke Parker - each of 
whom have found niches in the line-up 
and helped create list depth. Consequently, 
Longmire’s first two seasons have resulted 
in a sixth placing and now a premiership. 


Craig Bolton believes minor adjustments 
have brought about major improvement. 

“They have shown great foresight to 
identify areas of weakness and trade 
and recycle players to address those 
deficiencies,” he said. 

“The planning had already begun when 
‘Roosy’ was there to introduce more speed 
into the side. 

“But ‘Horse’ (Longmire) has been 
extraordinary in the way he’s kept the 
best of the old, with the emphasis on 
contested ball and defensive stuff, while 
making this new game style work by 
capitalising on the offensive flair of the 
quicker players.” 
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They have shown great foresight 
to identify areas of weakness 

CRAIG BOLTON 


Also critical has been the caring-and- 
sharing way in which the Swans welcome 
new players into the fold. 

Longmire’s inclusive approach can be 
traced back to the great John Kennedy snr, 
his first coach at North Melbourne. 

“Just because you’re in a city with 
a couple of million people doesn’t mean 


you don’t get lonely,” Kennedy would say. 
This remains applicable to Longmire, 
with the vast majority of his players 
hailing from outside New South Wales. 
He is conscious of providing newcomers 
with a support network. 

Bolton, who found his way to 
the Swans from the Brisbane Lions, 


believes this “strong cultural base” 
assisted his transition. 

It is a culture that players who have 
joined from other clubs regard as the 
strongest they have experienced. 

“There are clear expectations,” 
he said. 

“The club expects success, and to get 
there, a series of things have to happen, 
which aren’t just on-field things. 

“That’s been firmly instilled in the 
playing group for a long time now, and 
it gives them a solid base to work from. 
It’s a real driving factor.” 

It is an environment that is perhaps the 
envy of their rivals. O 
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TACTICS 


TACKLING THE 
DAY WITH GUSTO 


Hard-nosed approach seals the premiership for the Swans as the Bloods' culture stands 
the ultimate test for the second time in seven years. NATHAN SCHMOOK 


A n epic Grand Final 

requires extraordinary 
efforts to get the 
winning team over the 
line, and the Sydney 

Swans, with their famous ‘Bloods’ culture, 
have become specialists in that regard. 

Seven years have passed since the Swans 
beat West Coast in the classic 2005 Grand 
Final, but the legacy of that team was 
evident all over the MCG this year. 

The 10-point win was a triumph for 
the Swans’ coaching succession plan as 
John Longmire became a premiership 
coach in his second year after taking 
over from Paul Roos, whom he thanked on 
the podium. 

And it was a triumph for the Bloods 
culture fostered under captains Brett 
Kirk and Barry Hall and perpetuated 
under current leaders Adam Goodes 
and Jarrad McVeigh. 

The Swans had to draw on all their 
revered spirit and courage to overcome 
favourite Hawthorn in a modern classic, 
particularly in the final quarter. 

There were Alex Johnson and McVeigh’s 
smothers, Lewis Jetta putting his body on 
the line in a 50-50 contest, Adam Goodes 
firing into Lance Franklin and Kieren Jack 
keeping his feet in the goalsquare when 
Clinton Young went to ground. 

These were the efforts that got the Swans 
over the line when nothing less would do, 
but it was their tackling from the opening 
bounce that was a constant. 


This Grand Final was the first time the 
Swans managed more than 100 tackles in 
a game this season, eclipsing their previous 
bests of 99 against Adelaide in round six 
and 90 against Essendon in round 11. 

Ryan O’Keefe, a fitting Norm Smith 
medallist in that context, had a game-high 
15 tackles. A premiership player in 2005, he 
is well versed in the Bloods’ way. 

We took our 
chances when 
we had to 
and that's so 
important 

JOHN LONGMIRE 


“The guys who have been around for 
a while just try and set a good example,” 
O’Keefe said. 

“It’s not all talk. It’s about actions and we 
tell the guys if you want to be a part of it, 
you jump on board and help drive it as well. 

“It’s all about the people ... it’s a pretty 
special bond we have.” 

As much as the Swans’ win was built on 
culture and effort, there was method that 
played a vital role in a seesawing epic. 


Hawthorn played the opening quarter on 
its terms, clogging Sydney’s scoring avenues 
with loose defender Josh Gibson and 
winning the midfield battles, best illustrated 
by a 4-0 advantage in centre clearances and 
a 43-31 edge in contested ball. 

The Swans typically thrive on repeat 
stoppages in their back half, using their 
‘slingshot’ attack on the rebound to score. 
But the Hawks were having none of it and 
Longmire’s men managed only one goal to 
quarter-time. 

A tactical shift was required and Sydney 
played one-on-one football in the second 
term, robbing Hawthorn of its loose man 
and kicking six unanswered goals. 

“We made a couple of adjustments at 
quarter-time according to the conditions 
and the players were able to then get on top 
and get the momentum,” Longmire said. 

“Kicking straight makes a difference. We 
took our chances when we had to and that’s 
so important.” 

Mitch Morton, who kicked straight twice 
late in the second quarter to give the Swans 
a 16-point lead, was a player who didn’t fit 
in at Sydney mid-season. 

As good as he was offensively, he was 
told by teammates that they did not trust 
him to do the defensive things the Swans 
prided themselves on. 

His turnaround and contribution on 
Grand Final day (he had four tackles to go 
with his two goals) was a great example of 
the Bloods culture. “The penny dropped 
for him,” O’Keefe said. 
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GRABBING THE INITIATIVE: Ryan O’Keefe, 
who led the Swans with a game-high 15 tackles, 
has a firm hold on Hawk Brad Sewell. 


The Swans rode the momentum created 
by Morton into the second half and kicked 
the opening two goals after the long break. 

Nick Smith was blanketing Cyril Rioli, 
Jetta was involved in every scoring chain, 
and where Gibson would have enjoyed 
freedom in the back half in the first quarter, 
Goodes now had him wrapped up. 

The Hawks’ disposal efficiency was as 
poor as it had been this season, a direct 
result of the Swans’ pressure and tackling, 
and Alastair Clarkson’s men needed a 
circuit-breaker. Lance Franklin provided it. 

Hawthorn’s game-plan started to resemble 
“get it to ‘Buddy’ and get out of the way” as 
the superstar dragged his team back into the 
contest and sparked a five-goal run. 

The Hawks lost some of the momentum 
when Sam Mitchell made an error in failing 
to get the ball back to McVeigh on the full 
after a free kick had been paid. It proved 


disastrous. McVeigh was put in scoring 
range and the Swans entered the final term 
with a one-point lead after he converted. 

Hawthorn took a leaf out of Sydney’s 
book, lifting its tackling in the final term 
and building an 11-point lead as a result. 

Challenged, the Swans did what they do 
best. Brave midfielder Daniel Hannebery 
kicked a goal as a result of Jetta’s sacrifice, 
and Goodes put himself where he was 
needed most. 

When O’Keefe chose the wrong option 
going forward, Sydney appeared exposed 
before Martin Mattner came to the rescue 
and provided a great chase-down tackle to 
rescue his team. 

Nick Malceski’s snap over his shoulder 
will be remembered as the match-winning 
goal, but the Swans will no doubt celebrate 
the match-saving efforts of Mattner on a 
day when tackling was king. © 
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QUARTER BY QUARTER 


HAWKS GET 
EARLY JUMP 

Hawthorn put Sydney on the back foot with an impressive start. 



SYDNEY SWANS 

V 


SYDNEY SWANS 

COALS: Malceski 


1-4 [10) 


1 MINUTE: Matt Suckling breaks free of the 
congestion and spears a left-foot pass to Lance 
Franklin, who takes an overhead mark in front of 
Ted Richards. Franklin pulls his first shot at goal 
to the left from 50m but registers the first score 
of the match. 


4 MINUTES: Lewis Jetta receives a handpass 
deep in the right forward pocket and snaps from 
a tight angle but the ball is touched on the line 
for the Swans’ opening score. 


7 MINUTES: Luke Hodge wins a free kick for a 
high tackle and is rushed off with the blood rule 
with a cut over his right eye. He comes back on 
minutes later with tape around his head. 


8 MINUTES: After a series of forward stoppages, 
the Hawks tap it straight to Xavier Ellis who 
snaps with his left foot from 20m to be an 
unlikely first goalkicker. It settles the minor 
premiers, as both teams had rushed kicks, had 
them smothered and missed targets early on. 


10 MINUTES: The ball spills free from a stoppage 
to Nick Malceski deep in the left forward pocket. 
The defender throws it on to his left foot with 
pressure from two Hawthorn players but 
somehow it splits the sticks for a miraculous 
goal in the windy conditions. His double-fisted 
celebration was fitting of a remarkable goal. 


13 MINUTES: Clinton Young pumps it long 
from the back half to Liam Shiels who beats 
Daniel Hannebery and links with Cyril Rioli, who 
handpasses to Franklin. But the big forward 
spoils the sweeping play by hitting the post 
from 35m. 


19 MINUTES: A beautiful one-two exchange 
between Hodge and Young on the wing. The 
Hawks skipper - who missed the preliminary final 
just seven days earlier through illness - sends the 
ball forward with his trusty left boot to find tall 
target David Hale, who takes a strong overhead 
mark only to miss the set shot from 35m almost 
in front. 



HAWKS 


HAWTHORN 4.5 (29) 

GOALS: Ellis, Gunston, Breust, Franklin 


22 MINUTES: Jarryd Roughead fritters away 
another chance after playing on from a free kick. 
The Hawks had tackled Malceski 35m out in front 
to win a holding-the-ball free, but Roughead 
chose to play on under pressure and his dribbled 
left-footer went wide. 


22 MINUTES: Hannebery takes a courageous 
mark while simultaneously being smashed by 
Hale and teammate Sam Reid. The third-year 
midfielder got up with a grimace on his face and, 
shaking his right shoulder, played on. 

23 MINUTES: Franklin continues to have an 
influence with a strong overhead mark in front of 
Richards. This time, he goes back and slots the 
goal from 50m on an angle, near the boundary. 
The ball looked likely to hit the post before a late 
fade took it through for the All Australian’s first 
for the day. 


28 MINUTES: After working the ball forward 
Young again gets involved, drawing two men 
and handpassing to Luke Breust who 
sidesteps Martin Mattner and dribbles 
one through on the right foot. 


29 MINUTES: Hawthorn continues its 
late-quarter dominance with another 
goal to Jack Gunston. This time it comes 
directly after a centre clearance from 
Sam Mitchell, whose kick forward was 
brought to ground, where Gunston 
bobbed up and fired truly from 45m. 

A nice little leg break helped it through 
to give Hawthorn a 19-point lead at 
quarter-time. 


LET THE SHOW BEGIN: 

After rival captains Jarrad 
McVeigh and Luke Hodge 
tossed the coin, it was 
into the action with Lance 
Franklin breaking clear of 
Adam Goodes. Craig Bird 
(left) had the big job 
on Hodge. 
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QUARTER BY QUARTER 


SWANS SWING 
THE MOMENTUM 

Six unanswered goals put Sydney right back into the contest. 



SYDNEY SWANS 

V 


SYDNEY SWANS 7.4 (46) 

GOALS: Morton 2, McVeigh, Kennedy, 

Jack, Reid 


1 MINUTE: Needing a good start, Josh Kennedy 
provides the Swans with exactly that. After a 
nice mark and neat pass from Jarrad McVeigh, 
Kennedy goes back and nails a long bomb from 
55m. It looked like it might be touched on the 
line, but some clever shepherding saw it through. 


5 MINUTES: The Swans continue to fight back 
early in the quarter, with some great forward 
pressure resulting in Adam Goodes getting the 
ball just outside the 50m arc. The dual Brownlow 
medallist shows his poise in spotting up clever 
midfielder Kieren Jack at the top of the square for 
an uncontested mark and easy goal. 


8 MINUTES: With momentum swinging, Lewis 
Jetta again presses forward and, after a neat 
sidestep, finds McVeigh drifting back to an the 
goalsquare. The veteran reached high to outmark 
Rioli and for the third time in the opening 
moments of the term, a Swans midfielder kicked 
truly to reduce the margin, this time to one point. 


10 MINUTES: Goodes cops a whack on the knee 
and is hobbling around deep in the forward line 
before leaving the field for work from trainers. 


13 MINUTES: Young defender Alex Johnson 
continues his superb match by starting a brilliant 
sweeping movement from the Swans’ back half. 
He calmly handpasses to Malceski who sends a 
superb bullet pass to Hannebery in the centre. 
Another handpass to McVeigh and yet another 
to Reid resulted in the young forward unleashing 
from 45m and converting to give the Swans their 
first lead of the day. 


18 MINUTES: Mitch Morton continues his 
remarkable story with Sydney’s fifth straight 
goal. Morton swooped on a loose ball just 20m 
out, snapping with the right foot. 


22 MINUTES: Morton doubles up just four 
minutes later with an almost identical goal to 
his first. Morton pounced on the loose ball and 
snapped on his right from 20m. Six unanswered 
goals from the Swans in the quarter. 
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HAWKS 

*9 


HAWTHORN 

GOALS: nil 


4.6(30) 


26 MINUTES: David Hale tries to inspire his 
teammates with a bone-crunching front-on 
tackle on Martin Mattner. The Hawks have 
been flat while the Swans have been full of 
run-and-carry in this quarter. 


27 MINUTES: Lance Franklin sums up the second 
quarter for Hawthorn as his set-shot from 40m - 
from his preferred left side of the ground - hooks 
right across the face and out of bounds on the 




full. Reliable Clinton Young makes a similar error 
just 20 seconds later when his shot on the run 
from 50m also misses everything. 


29 MINUTES: After dominating the second 
quarter with six straight goals to a solitary 
behind, the Swans go to half-time with a 
16-point lead. 


SWANS PRESS: Mike Pyke helped 
to wear down David Hale in the 
ruck (top) while Daniel Hannebery 
applied one of his five tackles for 
the game, this time on Sam Mitchell. 
Sam Reid (right) celebrated his 
second-quarter goal, one of six the 
Swans kicked for the term. 
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QUARTER BY QUARTER 


HAWKS SPRING 
INTO LIFE 

The imposing figure of Lance Franklin swung the momentum. 




SYDNEY SWANS 

V 


SYDNEY SWANS 10.5(65) 

GOALS: McVeigh, Kennedy, Roberts-Thomson 


HAWKS 


HAWTHORN 9.10(64) 

GOALS: Franklin 2, Smith, Gunston, Hale 


19 MINUTES: Hawthorn all of a sudden is full 
of run again and putting all sorts of pressure on 
the Swans’ defence. After Franklin missed a set 
shot from 50m, Matt Suckling thumped one 
goal-bound from just outside the arc only to have 
it touched by a pair of Swans right on the line. 


KEY PLAYS: Lance Franklin (top right) 
threatened to win the game off his own 
boot as Sam Mitchell (middle right) won 
more of the ball. Josh Kennedy’s goal 
(bottom right) delighted teammate 
Kieren Jack. 


1 MINUTE: Jarryd Roughead picks up where 
Hawthorn left off in the second quarter, missing 
another set shot. Sam Mitchell had directed a 
nice little left-foot pass to the big forward, 
but Roughead stabbed at his shot from 45m 
and missed. 


3 MINUTES: Lewis Jetta gets free on the left 
wing, but just as it appears he is going to take 
off, he squares up and finds Kieren Jack free in 
the middle of the ground. Jack handpasses to 
Josh Kennedy streaming through the corridor, 
with Kennedy steadying and kicking truly on the 
run from 40m to establish a 21-point lead for 
the Swans. 


8 MINUTES: Kennedy again influences the 
contest as he breaks clear from congestion and 
spots Lewis Roberts-Thomson free just 30m from 
goal. The forward went back and judged the wind 
beautifully, hooking it from right to left for the 
Swans’ eighth goal in a row and a 28-point buffer. 


14 MINUTES: David Hale finally breaks the 
Swans’ stranglehold on play with a thumping 
50m goal. Hale was awarded a free kick in the 
ruck contest from a boundary throw-in and, after 
missing two previous set shots earlier in the day, 
converted the hardest from close to the left hand 
boundary line. It was a much-needed goal that 
stopped the rot. 


16 MINUTES: Lance Franklin brings Hawthorn 
back to life with its second goal in quick 
succession. After a quiet day, Grant Birchall 
burst clear with three bounces and found 
Franklin with a precise pass across his body. 
The forward swung on to his left boot and 
kicked truly from 50m. 


22 MINUTES: Jack Gunston keeps the Hawks’ 
momentum going with a super set shot from 
45m. Paul Puopolo charged forward and chipped 
to Gunston who put the pressure aside to split 
the middle from a tight angle. 


23 MINUTES: Hawthorn activates its substitute, 
with Xavier Ellis taken off for the fresh legs of 
Shane Savage. 


23 MINUTES: If there was a roof on the MCG, 
Franklin would have raised it with Hawthorn’s 
fourth straight goal. He took another contested 
mark in front of Richards - his third for the 
quarter - and quickly wheeled around to 
rocket the ball home from about 60m. Brad 
Sewell shepherded the ball through to make 
sure of the job. 


24MINUTES: Isaac Smith gives Hawthorn 
the lead after Sam Mitchell sets him free 
following another centre clearance. Smith 
sped clear and his penetrating left boot made 
it three goals in three minutes. The Hawks had 
turned a 28-point deficit into a four-point lead 
in the blink of an eye. 


27 MINUTES: The wildly fluctuating match 
takes another twist just before the final change 
as Jarrad McVeigh puts the Swans back in front. 
After winning a free kick on the wing, McVeigh 
was gifted a 50m penalty after Sam Mitchell 
failed to return the ball to him properly. The 
veteran Swan made light of a tricky shot, 
kicking straight from 40m and giving his 
team a one-point lead heading into the 
final term. 
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QUARTER BY QUARTER 


FINAL SURGE 
SEALS VICTORY 

In a titanic struggle, Sydney claws its way back after early Hawthorn goals. 



SYDNEY SWANS 



SYDNEY SWANS 14.7 (91) 

GOALS: Hannebery, Malceski, Jack, Goodes 


1 MINUTE: The Franklin-Rioli combination 
inspires Hawthorn at the start of the last quarter. 
Rioli popped a handpass over the top into the 
path of Luke Breust who ran on to the bouncing 
ball and into an open goal, kicking from 15m to 
regain the lead for his team. 


2 MINUTES: Hale extends the margin just 60 
seconds later after Mitchell’s slick hands allow 
the big ruckman to throw the ball on to his 
right foot and kick another goal. The Hawks 
have booted seven of the last eight goals for an 
11-point lead. 


8 MINUTES: Sensing they are starting to lose 
some run, the Swans make their substitution, 
taking ruckman Shane Mumford off for 
Luke Parker. 


12 MINUTES: Just when the game looks to be 
slipping away from the Swans, they bounce 
back via a goal to workhorse midfielder Daniel 
Hannebery. Adam Goodes burst clear on the right 
wing, kicked it forward and some nice work in 
tight from Martin Mattner and Lewis Jetta saw 
the ball end up in Hannebery’s hands. He showed 
plenty of poise to kick truly from 35m. The margin 
was back to one straight kick. 


14 MINUTES: Hodge again leaves the field to get 
a cut above his right eye attended to. At the same 
time, Alex Johnson is receiving treatment from 
trainers, who are also watching Goodes, Jetta 
and Richards. The ferocious contest was taking 
its toll. 


18 MINUTES: Kieren Jack levels the scores. 

The Swans pushed the ball forward after 
Mitch Morton’s great contested work. Jack had 
pressured Clinton Young, who led the race for the 
ball back to the goalsquare. The Hawks defender 
could have rushed a behind, but was pushed off 
the ball by Jack, who then had the simple task of 
picking it up and kicking from the square. 



HAWKS 


HAWTHORN 11.15(81) 

GOALS: Hale, Breust 


21 MINUTES: A big spoil by Jordan Lewis in a 
contested pack rushes a behind for the Swans. 
Sydney leads by that point. 


22 MINUTES: Goodes picks up a loose ball 
and snaps with his right foot from 25m. The ball 
bounced end-over-end, the goal giving his team 
a seven-point lead. 


24 MINUTES: Jack Gunston brings the margin 
back to one straight kick after hitting the post 
from 30m. Franklin took a mark and spotted up 
the former Crow, whose set shot swung back and 
slammed into the woodwork. 


27 MINUTES: Brad Sewell drags the margin back 
to five points with a quick right-foot snap that 
misses to the right hand side. 


28 MINUTES: Sewell misses again - this time 
with a left-foot snap. Both his shots at goal were 
under extreme pressure but the Hawks were 
wasting chances and running out of time. 


31 MINUTES: Nick Malceski puts 
the icing on the cake and seals the 
premiership for the Swans. The 
man who has overcome multiple 
major injuries, snapped on his left 
foot from close range to give the 
Swans a 10-point lead with just 
seconds remaining. The Swans 
kicked the last four goals of the 
game to surge to victory. 


FINISHING STRONGLY: 

The Swans did the job when 
it counted with Ted Richards 
(top left) taking a strong 
mark over Lance Franklin 
while Nick Malceski (middle 
left) and Adam Goodes 
kicked vital goals. 
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SYDNEY SWANS 



JOHN 

LONGMIRE 

The 2012 premiership caps a brilliant season 
for John Longmire and puts a full stop on one 
of the most seamless coaching handovers 
football has seen. 

Longmire has overseen a transformation 
in the Swans’ football since being handed 
the keys by 2005 premiership coach Paul 
Roos at the end of 2010. He quickly changed 
the Sydneysiders from a dour, honest side 
to a team with flair and pace and creativity. 
But in doing so, Longmire made sure not to 
tinker with the Swans’ DN A. They still love 
the contested ball, still give for one another, 
still honour the famous Bloods culture. 

He built a game-plan that allowed his team 
to compete with - and beat - the best. 

“We wanted to stay competitive. 
Fortunately some of those decisions 
(on recruiting) have come off and we’ve 
been able to get back up here. It’s really 
difficult to do, but whether it’s through 
the draft or through trade, we’ve tried to 
come up with the best talent we could into 
the place.” 

Chris Scott’s achievement in coaching 
Geelong to the premiership in his first season 
at the helm drew enormous praise last 
year, but Longmire’s quiet, dedicated job 
of rebadging the Swans and turning them 
into football’s best team is the measure 
of any previous coaching achievement. 
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CO-CAPTAINS 


Like everything with the Sydney Swans, 
the club takes a team approach to captaincy. 
The partnership between co-captains Adam 
Goodes (left) and Jarrad McVeigh has been a 
huge success. Goodes is exceptional, McVeigh 
determined. Together, they are the essence of 
the Swans - and were critical contributors in 
the Grand Final win. Goodes had 14 disposals, 
laid six tackles and kicked a goal; McVeigh won 
the ball 21 times, had nine tackles and took 
seven marks. 

In 2012, Goodes’ reputation as a great grew. 
He joined the Swans’ 300-game club and 
enhanced his standing as the player most 
of his peers would love to be. 

For his part, McVeigh has overcome personal 
tragedy in the loss of his infant daughter, 
Luella, in 2011; the kissing of the black armband 
he wears in every match to remember her 
is a symbol of his spirit. 

This season, the drive and determination 
that have punctuated McVeigh’s career was 
illustrated like never before. Those qualities 
saw him play every game and stand tall for 
Sydney. It is a safe bet the football world 
stood with him on the biggest stage of all. 
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NORM SMITH MEDALLIST 


TOUGH SWAN: 

A battle-scarred Ryan 
O’Keefe emerged with the 
Norm Smith Medal and a 
premiership medallion. 





5 RYAN 
O'KEEFE 

EDGE ON 
THE INSIDE 


Since the Swans' last premiership, Ryan O'Keefe has switched 
from lead-up forward to midfielder, finding the ideal balance 
between attack and defence. NICK BOWEN 


M uch has changed 
since Ryan O’Keefe 
was part of the 
Sydney Swans’ last 
premiership, in 2005. 
In the Swans’ four-point win over West 
Coast that year, O’Keefe, then 24, played as 
a hard-running lead-up forward, a role he 
played so well in the first half of his career. 

In recent seasons, O’Keefe has 
transformed himself into a midfielder. 

Now 31, O’Keefe showed in the Swans’ 
10-point win over Hawthorn in the Grand 
Final that he runs just as hard as ever, 
racking up 28 possessions, four inside 
50s and one score assist. 

But he also underlined the inside edge 
that he has brought to his game and the 
Swans’ midfield in the past few seasons. 

O’Keefe won 12 of his possessions 
against the Hawks in contests, had seven 
clearances and a game-high 15 tackles. 

It was no surprise then when O’Keefe’s 
almost perfect blend of attack and 


defence won him the Norm Smith Medal. 
Speaking at the press conference after the 
game, O’Keefe said he had enjoyed his 
reinvention as a midfielder. 

“I just enjoy getting in amongst it where 
the action is, being physical,” O’Keefe said. 

“I’m really enjoying my footy at the 
moment and the coaches are giving me the 
confidence just to back myself.” 

But as significantly as O’Keefe the player 
has changed since 2005, a far greater 
change would have unfolded had the 
Swans been able to come to terms with 
one of the Victorian clubs courting O’Keefe 
at the end of 2008. 

The Victorian-born O’Keefe, who 
played for Strathmore and the Calder 
Cannons as a junior, had sought a trade 
home to be closer to family and friends. 

It was reported in that year’s trade 
period that Carlton, Essendon and, 
ironically, Hawthorn, had made serious 
plays for O’Keefe but, ultimately, no deal 
could be done. » 


PREMIERS 2012 | SYDNEY SWANS 45 











NORM SMITH MEDALLIST 




Brett Ratten, Chairman 

3 Brad Sewell (Haw) 

2 Ryan O’Keefe (Syd) 

1 Lance Franklin (Haw) 


KICKS 15 

HANDBALLS 13 

POSSESSIONS 28 

MARKS 3 

INSIDE 50S 4 

CONTESTED POSSESSIONS 12 
TACKLES 15 

CLEARANCES 7 

DISPOSAL EFFICIENCY 68% 


NORM SMITH 
MEDAL VOTES 


Tim McGrath, K-ROCK 

3 

Daniel Hannebery (Syd) 

2 

Brad Sewell (Haw) 

1 

Ryan O’Keefe (Syd) 

Mick Malthouse, Channel 7 

3 

Ryan O’Keefe (Syd) 

2 

Brad Sewell (Haw) 

1 

Daniel Hannebery (Syd) 

Neil Cordy, Daily Telegraph 

3 

Ryan O’Keefe (Syd) 

2 

Lance Franklin (Haw) 

1 

Jarrad McVeigh (Syd) 

Drew Morphett, ABC Radio 

3 

Ryan O’Keefe (Syd) 

2 

Lance Franklin (Haw) 

1 

Daniel Hannebery (Syd) 

TOTALS 

12 

Ryan O’Keefe 

7 

Brad Sewell 

5 

Daniel Hannebery 

5 

Lance Franklin 

1 

Jarrad McVeigh 


Asked about that time, O’Keefe said it 
was not something he had dwelled on, but 
it seemed clear that he was happy he had 
stayed in Sydney and at the Swans. 

“I’ve totally forgotten about that and 
once it was all done and dusted I made a 
commitment to everyone, and I’m just so 
happy to be part of this club,” O’Keefe said. 

“It’s a sensational club, right from the top 
down to the bottom.” 

Swans coach John Longmire was one 
of many Swans happy O’Keefe stayed. 

After winning his first flag as senior 
coach, Longmire gave a hint of the leader 
O’Keefe had become at the club. 

“Before the game (O’Keefe) came up 
and grabbed me, patted me on the head 
and said, ‘Don’t worry about it, we’ll be 
right’,” Longmire said. 

“And he was right, which I’m pretty 
happy about.” 

O’Keefe stood up on so many levels 
for the Swans against the Hawks. 

First, he took responsibility for manning 
the Hawks’ premier inside ball-winner, 
former skipper Sam Mitchell. 

Although Mitchell won plenty of the 
ball (24 possessions and 10 clearances), 
O’Keefe put unrelenting pressure on him all 
day, ensuring Mitchell’s disposal efficiency 
slipped from its normal high standards. 

O’Keefe’s pressure was exemplified 
by his tackling. He laid a game-high 15 
- four more than the next best player, 
Hawthorn’s Brad Sewell. 

O’Keefe was also the Swans’ best player 
when they were on the back foot in the first 
quarter. The Hawks had 18 inside 50s to 
the Swans’ seven in that term and led by 19 
points at quarter-time. 


The Hawks’ inaccuracy (4.5) stopped 
that lead from being bigger, but 
O’Keefe also helped keep the Swans 
within striking distance. 

Against the tide of Hawthorn dominance, 
O’Keefe had a team-high eight disposals 
and three clearances. 

He was also in the vanguard when the 
Swans stole the momentum in the second 
quarter. As the Swans piled on 6.0 for the 
term to the Hawks’ 0.1, O’Keefe pumped 
the ball inside their forward 50 twice and 
helped set up a goal. 

And in the final quarter, when the Swans 
clawed their way back from a 12-point 
deficit, O’Keefe was recklessly throwing 
himself into contest after contest as he 
had done all day. 

Longmire summed up O’Keefe’s 
performance in simple terms. “He was 
enormous ... he led from the front. 

“When he went into the middle, the way 
he was able to go about it was sensational. 

“To have 15 tackles at this time of a year 
in a Grand Final, it’s what you need.” 

O’Keefe, however, preferred to 
concentrate on his team’s achievement. 

“The premiership medal is the one 
that matters; the (Norm Smith) is a bonus,” 
O’Keefe said. 

“The only reason I got the other one 
is because of the rest of my teammates. 

“This year we’ve been about the 22 
players; it’s never been about individuals and 
today was just the perfect example of that. 

“Everyone played their role, cracked 
in (and) really dug in when the Hawks 
had the momentum.” 

But no Swan did that quite as well 
as O’Keefe. © 


The premiership medal 
is the one that matters; 
the [Norm Smith] is a bonus 

RYAN O'KEEFE 
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RHYCE 

SHAW 


Capped an outstanding finals series with a strong 
performance in the backline. Had some shaky moments 
late in the match, but was the defensive quarterback 
throughout the game and was another veteran who 
led the way for his less experienced teammates. Nine 
years after his poor Grand Final against the Brisbane 
Lions for Collingwood, Shaw tastes redemption. 
RATING: 6 
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NICK 

MALCESKI 


An emergency in 2005 and part of the losing 
2006 Grand Final side, Malceski was hell-bent 
on becoming a premiership player. He got things 
rolling with an extraordinary left-foot goal 
from the boundary line, the Swans 5 first, before 
proving a wise head in defence. Fittingly, he also 
kicked the match-sealing goal. Has overcome 
three serious knee injuries in his career to play 
a mighty role in a Swans flag. 

RATING: 8 
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MITCH 

MORTON 


At his third club, Morton proved he had earned 
his place in the Grand Final side by filling 
precisely the role designed for him by coach 
John Longmire. He laid tackles, put pressure 
on the opposition defenders and snapped two 
trademark goals to silence the doubters. 
RATING: 5 















JOSH 

KENNEDY 


Clearly identified as the main man to 
contain by the Hawthorn brains trust, 
the All-Australian was blanketed by Brad 
Sewell in a quiet first quarter. But a set 
shot from outside 50m to start the second 
quarter seemed to flick the switch and 
he ended the game with 26 possessions, 
five clearances and two goals in a pivotal 
performance from the genuine star. 
RATING: 8 
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CRAIG 

BIRD 


Bird has developed the specific art of being 
a defensive half-forward and he filled the role 
with aplomb. Spending most of the afternoon 
on Hawthorn skipper Luke Hodge, Bird curbed 
his influence for the most part while also picking 
up 19 possessions and laying six tackles. 
RATING: 6 
















KIEREN 

JACK 


Like many of his young teammates, Jack was a little 
rattled early. But he soon found a groove, lifting 
noticeably in the second quarter as he kicked a goal 
and helped pull the strings in the middle of the ground 
He was not quite able to leave his usual imprint on the 
game after half-time, but he was on the end of some 
excellent work by Mitch Morton to kick a goal to level 
the scores with less than 10 minutes remaining. 
RATING: 5 
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SAM 

REID 

Had some key moments, getting on the end of 
a stunning move late in the second term to kick 
a running goal. Never stopped throwing himself 
into marking contests. 

RATING: 4 
























BOLTON 


Bolton reportedly had torn ligaments in his 
left knee entering the game (sustained in 
round 19 against Carlton) and the warhorse 
clearly was unable to run freely. That left him 
also filling more of a defensive role up forward, 
with only the occasional forays into the 
midfield. His courage is unquestioned and 
he picked up some important touches late. 
RATING: 4 













RICHARDS 


Came into the game under a fitness cloud 
after rolling his ankle in the preliminary final 
and had all sorts of trouble early on with 
Lance Franklin. But the Swan refused to stop 
trying and made vital contributions, including 
edging Franklin under the ball for an important 
mark late in the game as the Hawks tried 
desperately to get on top. 

RATING: 5 
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LUKE 

PARKER 


Started as substitute for the third straight 
final. Came on early in the final quarter for 
a hobbling Mumford. Picked up three touches, 
including an important possession when the 
game was on the line in the dying minutes. 
RATING: 2 













MARTIN 

MATTNER 


A man with a reckless approach to his football, 
Mattner does not always pick the right battles 
and can be a little wayward with his kicking 
out of defence. But in the Grand Final, he 
struck the right notes, chopping off a number 
of Hawthorn marking attempts and regularly 
winning possession. Like many of his defensive 
teammates, he tackled like a man possessed 
and played his part in the victory. 

RATING: 5 











LEWIS 

ROBERTS- 

THOMSON 


A pillar of strength throughout the game. 

The man who came so close to the 2005 Norm 
Smith Medal loves the big stage and was 
clearly among the Swans’ best players. Laying 
tackles, taking important marks and kicking a 
third-quarter goal, he spent most of the second 
half in defence and more than held his own. 
RATING: 9 
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LEWIS 

JETTA 

Considered an X-factor with his pace and 
agility, Jetta started well and had nine 
possessions to half-time. One of them was 
an electrifying move in the opening quarter, 
when he won possession in his defensive 
50m, took four bounces and was well down 
the wing by the time he kicked the ball 
forward. He sustained a leg injury that 
left him unable to accelerate in the second 
half, but he showed some real toughness. 
RATING: 4 














ALEX 

JOHNSON 


It feels as though the 20-year-old defender 
improves a little more every week and that 
was undoubtedly the case on Grand Final day. 
Showing impressive stamina and a cool head, 
Johnson did enough to shade fellow youngster 
Jack Gunston in an enthralling battle. 
RATING: 7 










MIKE 

PYKE 


For a man who was well into his 20s before 
trying his hand at Australian Football, Pyke 
is far from a conventional footballer. But 
there is plenty to be said for effort and the 
Canadian has that in spades. Anyone still 
wanting to criticise the ruckman need only 
look at his performance in the Grand Final. 

Fie had 29 hit-outs to go with 16 touches and 
six important marks. Fie held down the rucking 
duties for almost all of the last quarter after 
Mumford’s substitution. 

RATING: 7 












HEATH 

GRUNDY 


Did not get off to a great start and was twice 
caught out of position as the Hawks took 
the early ascendancy. But he settled into his 
typical role, picking up 14 possessions 
at centre half-back and keeping tabs on 
Jarryd Roughead. 

RATING: 5 A 
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NICK 

SMITH 


Another with some early nerves, but he 
settled well and largely kept both Cyril Rioli 
and Paul Puopolo quiet for much of the 
afternoon. He sums up the Swans’ no-fuss 
defensive set-up; he do.es not garner the 
headlines, but plays his role week after 
week. A member of the leadership group, 
Smith’s importance continues to grow. 
RATING: 6 













SHANE 

MUMFORD 


In a sign of the social media times, rumours swirled before the opening 
bounce that Mumford could be a late withdrawal. Although he took his 
place in the centre circle to start the game, he had no possessions in the 
first term. He tried hard all day but succumbed to a hamstring injury and 
was subbed out in the final quarter with nothing left to give. 

RATING: 4 




























OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 


THEY ALL PLAYED A ROLE 

Sydney used 31 players this season, with the three below selected as emergencies 
forthe Grand Final and the six on the facing page proving the club's depth. 



8 TRENT 
DENNIS-LANE 

Dennis-Lane played in eight games during 
the season, but could not quite make 
himself a permanent fixture in the side. 

He booted nine goals for the season, 
including three against the Western 
Bulldogs in round 10. The clever forward 
returned for rounds 18-20 after some solid 
NEAFL form. While talented, Dennis-Lane 
will be searching for more continuity in his 
football next season. 

2012 GAMES: 8 



17 TOMMY 
WALSH 

Made his AFL debut in round eight and 
managed three games in his first season at 
Sydney, after the club nabbed him from 
St Kilda in the 2011 trade period. The Irishman 
came with big expectations from the Saints 
and he continued his development in the 
NEAFL. He is a strongly built key position 
player who has some outstanding athletic 
traits. A long-term prospect, but the Swans 
are prepared to be patient. 

2012 GAMES: 3 



19 TONY 

ARMSTRONG 

Joined the Swans from Adelaide and made 
a solid start to play eight games with his 
new club in 2012. Never quite settled into the 
starting 22, although his late-season form 
was impressive and he played particularly well 
against Geelong in round 23. Uses the ball well 
from half-back and provides plenty of dash. 
Displayed consistent form in the NEAFL all 
year and can consider himself unlucky to miss 
the Swans’ finals campaign. 

2012 GAMES: 8 
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13 ANDRE JS 
EVERITT 


The dynamic youngster had most of his 
season wiped away when he suffered a 
broken leg in a sickening collision in round 
four against North Melbourne. He is one of 
the quickest players on the Swans’ list and 
a key to the club’s future successes. 

2012 GAMES: 4 


44 HARRY 

CUNNINGHAM 


21 BEN 
MoGLYNN 


Played 12 games in his second season 
at the Swans. Provided one of the season’s 
highlights with a match-winning goal 
against Geelong in round 13 after coming on 
as the substitute. Will be looking to build 
on this year’s form and ensure he gets more 
opportunities in 2013. 

2012 GAMES: 12 


16 GARY 
ROHAN 


Selected by Sydney with pick No. 93 
in the 2012 Rookie Draft, the fleet-footed 
midfielder was elevated on to the Swans’ 
senior list and made his debut in round 
one in the big win over Greater Western 
Sydney. Only 18, he will benefit from another 
year in the system. 

2012 GAMES: 1 


Found it difficult to break into the 
Swans’ settled line-up, with his three 
games coming at the start of the year. 
Played most of his footy in the NEAFL, 
with the Swans’ ruck combination set 
and the forward line established. 

2012 GAMES: 3 


1MARK 

SEABY 


The former Eagles ruckman endured a 
frustrating season and played just five 
games. Shane Mumford and Mike Pyke 
were the preferred ruck pairing for the 
Swans, which made life difficult for Seaby. 
Still a handy back-up in case of injury. 


2012 GAMES: 5 


McGlynn was the hard-luck story in 
Sydney’s 2012 premiership. The competitive 
small forward injured his hamstring in 
the qualifying final against Adelaide. 

He tried in vain to make himself available 
for the decider, but failed a fitness test 
early in Grand Final week. 

2012 GAMES: 22 


18 JESSE 
WHITE 
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SYDNEY SWANS 





SEASON IN REVIEW 2012 


ROUND 1 » FIRST-UP BRAGGING RIGHTS 



» The Swans had to work 
hard early to secure 
bragging rights over their 
new cross-town rivals, 

Greater Western Sydney. 

They set up the 63-point win 
in the third quarter, kicking five 
goals to nil. 

Midfielders Kieren Jack 
(30 possessions) and Josh 
Kennedy (27) were the 
architects of the victory. 

They also found another 
gear through the middle in 
the third term as Lewis Jetta 
provided the magic with two of 
his side’s five goals. 


The Swans led by 17 points 
at the first break after Callan 
Ward became the first Giant to 
kick a goal in the competition. 

Ben McGlynn, Craig Bird 
and Jude Bolton were also 
good contributors in an even 
performance, with Sydney 
having 11 goalkickers. 

Coach John Longmire 
was pleased with his team’s 
second half. 

“I thought we were fumbling 
a little bit around the ball 
(in the first half),” he said. 

“We knew it was going to be 
a bit of a battle.” 


Sydney Swans 4.1 8.4 13.8 14.16(100) 

GWS Giants 1.2 3.3 3.4 5.7(37) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Jack, Kennedy, McGlynn, Jetta, Bird, Bolton. GWS Giants - 
Palmer, Bugg, Greene, Hampton, McDonald, Cornes. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Kennedy 2, Bird 2, Jetta 2, McVeigh, Everitt, Jack, Rohan, 
McGlynn, Bolton, Roberts-Thomson, Mumford. GWS Giants - Ward, Wilson, Giles, 
Hoskin-Elliott, McDonald. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 10 Kennedy (Syd), 7 Richards (Syd), 6 Jack (Syd), 

3 Bird (Syd), 2 Cornes (GWS), 1 Greene (GWS), 1 Palmer (GWS). 

Substitutes: Cunningham (Syd), Tyson (GWS). 

Umpires: M. Stevie, S. Meredith, J. Mollison. 

Crowd: 38,203 at ANZ Stadium. 


1 Pos. Team 

Pts 1 

1 

SYDNEYSWANS 

4 

2 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

4 

3 

WEST COAST EAGLES 

4 

4 

CARLTON 

4 

5 

BRISBANE LIONS 

4 

6 

HAWTHORN 

4 

7 

PORT ADELAIDE 

4 

8 

FREMANTLE 

4 

9 

Essendon 

4 

10 

North Melbourne 

0 

11 

Geelong Cats 

0 

12 

StKilda 

0 

13 

Collingwood 

0 

14 

Melbourne 

0 

15 

Richmond 

0 

16 

Western Bulldogs 

0 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 

18 

GWS Giants 

0 


FIRST BLOOD: 

Kieren Jack shone 
with 30 touches in 
the Swans’ first-up 
win over the Giants. 


ROUND 2 » REID IGNITES 



v FREMANTLE (see) 


» The Swans withstood a 
spirited Fremantle fightback 
in the second half to win by 
13 points. 

Sydney led by 45 points early 
in the third quarter before the 
Dockers reduced the margin to 
11 points with six straight goals. 
The home side steadied in 
the last quarter for its second 
straight victory. 

Before the game, the Swans 
lost ruckman Shane Mumford 
with a back injury. He was 
replaced by Mark Seaby, who 
struggled to contain big Docker 
Aaron Sandilands (55 hit-outs). 


Josh Kennedy (36 disposals) 
was again influential and 
Craig Bird did an excellent 
job to restrict the impact of 
young Fremantle playmaker 
Nathan Fyfe. 

Sam Reid ignited Sydney 
early in the second quarter, 
kicking a 65m goal after taking 
a strong contested mark. He 
finished the match with three 
goals, as did Lewis Jetta. 

In his 150th match, Lewis 
Roberts-Thomson was a solid 
contributor with 12 possessions, 
four marks, two tackles and 
a goal. 


Sydney Swans 4.4 9.7 11.9 14.10(94) 

Fremantle 2.2 3.3 9.4 12.9(81) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Kennedy, McVeigh, Johnson, Roberts-Thomson, Reid, Bird. 
Fremantle - Sandilands, Mayne, De Boer, Pearce, Crowley. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Reid 3, Jetta 3, Goodes 2, McVeigh, O’Keefe, Rohan, Malceski, 
Roberts-Thomson, McGlynn. Fremantle - Mayne 4, Crowley 2, Anthony, Sandilands, 
Pearce, Mzungu, Bradley, Johnson. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 10 Kennedy (Syd), 8 Malceski (Syd), 5 Sandilands (Frem), 

3 McVeigh (Syd), 2 Fyfe (Frem), 2 Johnson (Syd). 

Substitutes: Hannebery (Syd), Barlow (Frem). 

Umpires: M. Nicholls, M. Jennings, J. Mollison. 

Crowd: 22,242 at the SCG. 


1 Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

8 

2 

CARLTON 

8 

3 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

8 

4 

SYDNEYSWANS 

8 

5 

ESSENDON 

8 

6 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

4 

7 

STKILDA 

4 

8 

HAWTHORN 

4 

9 

Collingwood 

4 

10 

Geelong Cats 

4 

11 

Fremantle 

4 

12 

Port Adelaide 

4 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

4 

14 

Western Bulldogs 

0 

15 

Richmond 

0 

16 

Melbourne 

0 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 

18 

GWS Giants 

0 


LONG BOMB: Rising star 
Sam Reid set the Swans 
alight with a 65m goal in 
the second quarter. 
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ROUND BY ROUND 


ROUND 3 » GOODES REPORT SOURS WIN 



» Sydney’s joy in remaining 
undefeated after three rounds 
was tempered by the report 
and subsequent suspension of 
co-captain Adam Goodes. 

Power defender Jacob Surjan 
and Goodes slid on their knees 
for a loose ball on the Swans’ 
half-forward flank in the 
second quarter and collided 
head-on. 

Goodes was slightly late to 
the contest and gave away a 
free kick. He was reported on 
a charge of rough conduct and 
suspended for one match. 

Leading by three points at 
the final change, Sydney kicked 


six goals to three in the last 
quarter to secure the win. 

Sam Reid and Goodes set the 
ball rolling with the opening 
two goals in the quarter, 
followed by goals to Ryan 
O’Keefe, Shane Mumford, Lewis 
Jetta and Jarrad McVeigh. 

The midfield influence 
of Daniel Hannebery (36 
disposals), Josh Kennedy (27) 
and Luke Parker (30) was 
critical, while the elusive Jetta 
kicked three goals. 

The 22-point victory 
stretched the Swans’ winning 
streak against Port Adelaide 
to eight. 


ALL CLASS: Daniel Hannebery was elusive and creative with 
36 touches in a dominant midfield display. 

Sydney Swans 5.2 8.4 10.6 16.9(105) 

Port Adelaide 3.2 5.6 9.9 12.11(83) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Kennedy, Hannebery, Goodes, Malceski, 
Parker, Mumford. Port Adelaide - Brad Ebert, Trengove, Cassisi, 
Gray, Westhoff, D. Stewart. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Jetta 3, Bird 2, White 2, Goodes 2, O’Keefe 
2, Bolton, McGlynn, McVeigh, Reid, Mumford. Port Adelaide - 
D. Stewart 3, Schulz 2, Brad Ebert 2, Westhoff 2, Surjan, 

Broadbent, Thomas. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 10 Kennedy (Syd), 7 Hannebery (Syd), 

5 Parker (Syd), 3 Richards (Syd), 2 Brad Ebert (PA), 2 Westhoff (PA), 
1 Chaplin (PA). 

Substitutes: A. Everitt (Syd), C. O’Shea (PA). 

Umpires: M. Nicholls, S.Hay, T. Pannell. 

Crowd: 19,032 at AAMI Stadium. 


1 Pos. Team 

Pts 1 

1 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

12 

2 

CARLTON 

12 

3 

SYDNEY SWANS 

12 

4 

ESSENDON 

12 

5 

STKILDA 

8 

6 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

8 

7 

HAWTHORN 

8 

8 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

8 

9 

Fremantle 

8 

10 

Richmond 

4 

11 

Geelong Cats 

4 

12 

Port Adelaide 

4 

13 

Collingwood 

4 

14 

Brisbane 

4 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

0 

16 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 

17 

Melbourne 

0 

18 

GWS Giants 

0 
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SEASON IN REVIEW 2012 


ROUND 4 » ROHAN’S BAD BREAK 


v NORTH MELBOURNE (scg) 


» A broken leg to Gary Rohan 
soured the Swans’ 36-point win 
over North Melbourne as the 
home side made its best start 
to a season since 1998. 

Rohan suffered a compound 
fracture of his right tibia two 
minutes into the game after 
kicking Sydney’s opening goal. 

Taken from the ground on 
a stretcher, Rohan gave the 
crowd a thumbs-up, but it was 
later confirmed he would miss 
the rest of the season. 

Despite being without star 
duo Adam Goodes and Shane 
Mumford, the Swans quickly 


settled and a match billed as a 
battle of two up-and-coming 
midfields was no contest as 
Sydney held sway. 

Luke Parker, Josh Kennedy, 
Kieren Jack and Jarrad McVeigh 
were outstanding. Rhyce Shaw 
was superb on Brent Harvey, 
keeping him to only 14 touches. 

On a wet afternoon, brilliant 
goals from Lewis Jetta and Ben 
McGlynn, the latter’s second of 
the term, helped the Swans to 
a 26-point lead at quarter-time. 

McGlynn, Jetta and Andrejs 
Everitt finished with three 
goals apiece. 


Sydney Swans 5.5 9.7 14.9 17.11(113) 

North Melbourne 1.3 6.7 7.11 10.17(77) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Parker, Kennedy, Jack, Shaw, McVeigh, Richards, Everitt. 

North Melbourne - Thompson, Anthony, Cunnington, Thomas, Firrito. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Everitt 3, McGlynn 3, Jetta 3, Bolton 2, Rohan, Malceski, 
Kennedy, O’Keefe, McVeigh, Armstrong. North Melbourne - Macmillan 2, Thomas 2, 
Campbell 2, Wells, Cunnington, Harvey, Petrie. 

AFL Coaches Assoc. Votes: 5 Parker (Syd), 5 McVeigh (Syd), 5 Richards (Syd), 4 McGlynn 
(Syd), 4 Jack (Syd), 3 Shaw (Syd), 2 Jetta (Syd), 1 Ziebell (NM), 1 Thompson (NM). 
Substitutes: Armstrong (Syd), Harper (NM). 

Umpires: L. Farmer, S. Stewart, A. Mitchell. 

Crowd: 21,049 at the SCG. 



1 Pos. Team 

Pts I 

1 

WEST COAST EAGLES 

16 

2 

SYDNEYSWANS 

16 

3 

ESSENDON 

16 

4 

CARLTON 

12 

5 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

12 

6 

FREMANTLE 

12 

7 

STKILDA 

8 

8 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

8 

9 

Hawthorn 

8 

10 

Geelong Cats 

8 

11 

Brisbane Lions 

8 

12 

Cotlingwood 

a 

13 

Richmond 

4 

14 

Port Adelaide 

4 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

4 

18 

Melbourne 

Q 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 

18 

GWS Giants 

0 


UNLUCKY BREAK: 

Exciting youngster Gary 
Rohan’s season was over 
after he broke his right 
tibia just two minutes 
into the game. 


ROUND 5 » STIRRING COMEBACK 


v HAWTHORN (aurora stadium) 


» Adam Goodes celebrated Josh Kennedy was excellent 

breaking the club’s games in the midfield and Ryan 
record with three second-half O’Keefe had a big first half. 


goals in a stirring comeback win 
over Hawthorn. 

The Swans trailed by 20 
points at half-time before 
Goodes, who surpassed 2005 
premiership teammate Michael 
O’Loughlin’s record, sparked 
the comeback with the first 
two goals of the third quarter. 

Sydney’s fierceness at the ball 
and defensive desperation in the 
third term helped it continually 
win the contested ball and rack 
up 55 more disposals than the 
Hawks for the quarter. 


Craig Bird, Jarrad McVeigh, 
Daniel Hannebery and Luke 
Parker were crucial to the 
second-half surge. 

Defenders Ted Richards and 
Rhyce Shaw also deserved 
enormous credit for their 
jobs on Lance Franklin and 
Cyril Rioli respectively. 

After Hawthorn briefly drew 
level in the final term, the 
Swans buried the Hawks with 
the last six goals of the match, 
Goodes sealing the win with a 
goal after a big mark. 


Sydney Swans 2.2 5.4 9.7 16.10(106) 

Hawthorn 5.3 8.6 8.6 10.9(69) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Kennedy, Richards, Goodes, Bird, Hannebery, O’Keefe. 
Hawthorn - Roughead, Burgoyne, Lewis, Guerra, Schoenmakers. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Goodes 3, Kennedy 3, O’Keefe 2, Bird 2, Bolton 2, McVeigh, 
Jack, Jetta, Hannebery. Hawthorn - Roughead 5, Hale 2, Lewis 2, Rioli. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 9 Kennedy (Syd), 8 Goodes (Syd), 6 Bird (Syd), 4 Richards 
(Syd), 2 Roughead (Haw), 1 Schoenmakers (Haw). 

Substitutes: Smith (Syd), Puopolo (Haw). 

Umpires: B. Rosebury, S. Wenn, R. Findlay. 

Crowd: 19,217 at Aurora Stadium. 



1 Pos. Team 

Pts 1 

1 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

20 

2 

SYDNEYSWANS 

20 

3 

CARLTON 

16 

4 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

16 

5 

ESSENDON 

16 

6 

STKILDA 

12 

7 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

12 

8 

GEELONG CATS 

12 

9 

Fremantle 

12 

10 

Cotlingwood 

12 

11 

Hawthorn 

8 

12 

Brisbane Lions 

8 

13 

Western Bulldogs 

8 

14 

Richmond 

4 

15 

Port Adelaide 

4 

16 

Melbourne 

0 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 

18 

GWS Giants 

0 


SALUTING A CHAMP: 

Adam Goodes broke 
the dub’s games 
record in the brilliant 
come-from-behind win 
over the Hawks. 
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ROUND BY ROUND 


ROUND 6 » AGONISINGLY CLOSE 



FIRST BLEMISH: Three goals from Ryan 
O’Keefe was hot enough as the Swan|fell 
five points short against the Crows. 


Pos. Team Pts 


1 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

24 

2 

CARLTON 

20 

3 

SYDNEYSWANS 

20 

4 

ESSENDON 

20 

5 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

20 

6 

GEELONG CATS 

16 

7 

FREMANTLE 

16 

8 

COLLINGWOOD 

16 

9 

St Hilda 

12 

10 

North Melbourne 

12 

11 

Hawthorn 

12 

12 

Richmond 

8 

13 

Western Bulldogs 

8 

14 

Brisbane Lions 

8 

15 

Port Adelaide 

4 

16 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 

17 

Melbourne 

0 

18 

GWS Giants 

0 


Adelaide Crows 5.2 8.3 11.6 15.9(99) 

Sydney Swans 1.2 7.6 12.7 14.10(94) 

BEST: Adelaide Crows - Walker, Dangerfield, 
Petrenko, Thompson, Smith, Callinan. Sydney 
Swans - Goodes, Bolton, Grundy, Jetta, 
Kennedy, Parker. 

GOALS: Adelaide Crows - Walker 5, Callinan 
3, Petrenko 3, Jaensch 2, McKernan, Tippett. 
Sydney Swans - Goodes 5, O’Keefe 3, Jack 2, 
Jetta 2, Bolton, Kennedy. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 10 Dangerfield 
(Adel), 7 Jetta (Syd), 5 Walker (Adel), 4 Sloane 
(Adel), 3 Goodes (Syd), 1 Reilly (Adel). 
Substitutes: Lyons (Adel), Everitt (Syd). 
Umpires: H. Ryan, S. Meredith, S. Mclnerney 
Crowd: 23,969 at the SCG. 


» Adelaide inflicted the Swans’ 
first defeat for 2012 and a torn quad 
muscle to co-captain Adam Goodes 
added to the home side’s woes. 

Goodes, who had kicked five 
goals in a commanding display, was 
subbed off in the final quarter after 
grabbing for his left leg following a 
marking attempt. 

It was the Crows’ fourth 
consecutive win at the SCG and 
their 12th in the past 14 encounters 
against the Swans. 

Lewis Jetta was brilliant for 
Sydney, picking up a career-high 27 
disposals and kicking two goals. 
Jetta could have been the hero in 
the dying minutes, but his snap 
bounced agonisingly wide. 

Ryan O’Keefe (three goals), 

Jude Bolton (18 possessions, 

13 tackles) and Josh Kennedy 
(26 possessions) were also 
good contributors. 

The Swans lacked the cohesion 
that personified their outstanding 
start to the season, regularly 
turning the ball over. They charged 
home late in the final quarter, but 
the Crows held on. 
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ROUND BY ROUND 


ROUND 7 » SECOND LOSS IN A ROW 


v RICHMOND (mcg) 


» Despite a third-quarter team’s inability to put pressure 

resurgence by the Swans, on the Tigers, particularly in the 

Richmond finished strongly to opening quarter, 
record a convincing win. “It took us until quarter-time 

Sydney kicked four goals to before we made the decision to 
one to draw within 14 points try and get back on some sort 

at the final change before the of even keel,” he said. 

Tigers booted five goals to Josh Kennedy was again 

two in the last quarter to seal the Swans’ best, collecting 
only their third victory over the 21 possessions and kicking 
Swans in 12 attempts. two goals. Lewis Jetta, Jude 

Richmond put itself on Bolton, Ryan O’Keefe and 

the path to victory with five Daniel Hannebery were also 
unanswered goals in the solid contributors, 

first quarter. In another blow, the Swans 

Coach John Longmire was lost young midfielder Luke 
bitterly disappointed with his Parker with a knee injury. 

Richmond 5.6 7.9 8.11 13.13(91) 

Sydney Swans 0.2 2.7 6.9 8.14(62) 

BEST: Richmond - Cotchin, Grigg, Foley, Tuck, Grimes, Martin, Deledio, Marie. 

Sydney Swans - Kennedy, Jetta, Bolton, O’Keefe, Hannebery. 

GOALS: Richmond - Riewoldt 4, Grigg 3, Miller 2, Conca, Martin, Deledio, 

Marie. Sydney Swans - Kennedy 2, Dennis-Lane, Everitt, Grundy, Hannebery, 

McGlynn, Seaby. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 8 Cotchin (Rich), 6 Foley (Rich), 5 Grigg (Rich), 5 Grimes 
(Rich), 21. Marie (Rich), 2 Ranee (Rich), 1 Riewoldt (Rich), 1 Tuck (Rich). 

Substitutes: Ellis (Rich), Dennis-Lane (Syd). 

Umpires: M. Stevie, H. Ryan, J. Mollison. 

Crowd: 40,352 at the MCG. 



Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

WEST COAST EAGLES 

24 

2 

ESSENDON 

24 

3 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

24 

4 

CARLTON 

20 

5 

SYDNEY SWANS 

20 

6 

FREMANTLE 

20 

7 

COLLINGWOOD 

20 

8 

STKILDA 

16 

9 

Hawthorn 

16 

10 

Geelong Cats 

16 

11 

North Melbourne 

12 

12 

Richmond 

12 

13 

Western Bulldogs 

12 

14 

Brisbane Lions 

8 

15 

Port Adelaide 

4 

16 

GWS Giants 

4 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 

18 

Melbourne 

0 


INJURY BLOW: A second 
loss in a row was 
compounded by a knee 
injury to young midfielder 
Luke Parker. 


ROUND 8 » BACK ON WINNERS’ LIST 


v MELBOURNE (SCG) 


» The Swans snapped a 
two-game losing streak, 
thrashing a disappointing 
Melbourne by 101 points. 

The home side was switched 
on from the start and was 
never threatened in a match 
that lacked intensity. 

Lewis Jetta, Kieren Jack, 

Josh Kennedy and Luke Parker 
kicked three goals apiece. 

Jack and Kennedy each 
kicked two in the opening term 
as Sydney swept to a 40-point 
lead at the first change. 

Tommy Walsh, in his first 
AFL game, got in on the act 
in the second quarter. Alex 


Johnson found the big Irishman 
alone in the goalsquare and 
he almost kicked the ball out 
of the stadium to score his 
first goal. 

Walsh finished with two 
goals, as did Trent Dennis-Lane 
and Ben McGlynn. 

Ryan O’Keefe capped off 
the Swans’ excellent first 
half when he marked a metre 
from the goal line behind a 
pack of players and kicked 
their 11th goal. 

Martin Mattner provided 
plenty of drive from defence 
and Heath Grundy was a 
solid performer. 


Sydney Swans 7.1 11.4 16.9 21.12(138) 

Melbourne 0.3 1.5 2.7 5.7(37) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Jack, Jetta, Parker, O’Keefe, Mattner, Grundy, Walsh. 
Melbourne - Watts, Jones, Howe. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Kennedy 3, Jack 3, Parker, 3, Jetta 3, Dennis-Lane 2, Walsh 2, 
McGlynn 2, O’Keefe, Reid, Mattner. Melbourne - Jones 2, Bennell, Sylvia, Green. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 10 Jack (Syd), 8 O’Keefe (Syd), 5 Hannebery (Syd), 

5 Jetta (Syd), 1 Kennedy (Syd), 1 Parker (Syd) 

Substitutes: Bird (Syd), Bennell (Melb). 

Umpires: M. Nicholls, B. Hosking, C. Kamolins. 

Crowd: 20,818 at the SCG. 



Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

28 

2 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

28 

3 

ESSENDON 

28 

4 

SYDNEY SWANS 

24 

5 

COLLINGWOOD 

24 

6 

HAWTHORN 

20 

7 

CARLTON 

20 

8 

FREMANTLE 

20 

9 

StKilda 

16 

10 

Geelong Cats 

16 

11 

Western Bulldogs 

16 

12 

North Melbourne 

12 

13 

Richmond 

12 

14 

Brisbane Lions 

12 

15 

Port Adelaide 

8 

16 

GWS Giants 

4 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 

18 

Melbourne 

0 


FLYING START: 

Irish recruit Tommy 
Walsh celebrated his AFL 
debut with two goals. 
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SEASON IN REVIEW 2012 


ROUND 9 » SAINTS CELEBRATE 



» St Kilda gave champion 
midfielder Lenny Hayes a fitting 
milestone celebration in his 
250th game, defeating Sydney 
by 28 points. 

The Swans appeared out of sorts 
and trailed by 50 points late in the 
third quarter. 

They added respectability on 
the scoreboard when they won the 
last quarter, kicking four goals to 
the Saints’ two. 

Sydney tried to bottle up the 
game, but the ball kept squirting 
out of congested areas into the 
hands of St Kilda’s runners. 

Josh Kennedy, Jarrad McVeigh 
and Kieren Jack were among 
the Swans’ best and Lewis 
Jetta was their leading goalkicker 
with three. 

Key defender Heath Grundy 
won the points in his battle with 
Nick Riewoldt, holding the Saints 
captain to six marks and two goals. 

Coach John Longmire was 
disappointed with his team’s ball 
use. “Their blokes were a lot more 
effective with the footy than we 
were,” he said. 


St Kilda 3.1 8.7 14.14 16.15(111) 

Sydney Swans 4.4 5.4 8.6 12.11(83) 

BEST: St Kilda - Armitage, Hayes, Steven, 
Blake, Dal Santo, Saad, Milne. Sydney Swans - 
Kennedy, McVeigh, Jack, O’Keefe, McGlynn. 
GOALS: St Kilda - Milne 3, Dal Santo 2, 
Riewoldt 2, Saad 2, Steven 2, Blake, Cripps, 
Siposs, Montagna, Milera. Sydney Swans 
- Jetta 3, Jack 2, McGlynn 2, Reid 2, Bolton, 
Kennedy, Roberts-Thomson. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 9 Armitage (StK), 

7 Steven (StK), 4 Blake (StK), 4 Hayes (StK), 3 
Saad (StK), 2 Jack (Syd), 1 Dal Santo (StK). 
Substitutes: Siposs (StK), Dennis-Lane (Syd). 
Umpires: B. Rosebury, S. Stewart, S. Hay. 
Crowd: 34,737 at Etihad Stadium. 


Pos. 

Team 

Pts 

1 

WEST COAST EAGLES 32 

2 

ESSENDON 

32 

3 

ADELAIDE 

28 

4 

COLLINGWOOD 

28 

5 

SYDNEY SWANS 

24 

6 

CARLTON 

24 

7 

ST KILDA 

20 

8 

HAWTHORN 

20 

9 

Geelong Cats 

20 

10 

Fremantle 

20 

11 

North Melbourne 

16 

12 

Richmond 

16 

13 

Western Bulldogs 

16 

14 

Brisbane Lions 

12 

15 

Port Adelaide 

12 

16 

GWS Giants 

4 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 

18 

Melbourne 

0 
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ROUND BY ROUND 


ROUND 10 » ON TARGET IN THE WET 


v WESTERN BULLDOGS (SCG) 


» The Swans thrived in terrible 
conditions, snapping an 
indifferent run of form with 
an emphatic victory. 

The home side made a flying 
start, leading by 47 points at 
quarter-time. 

Nine goals straight in the 
first term was the Swans’ 
second most accurate quarter 
in their 115-year history, 
bettered only by 10.0 against 
North Melbourne in 1984. 

Sydney kicked them from 
all angles, with a combination 
of set shots, snaps and two 
soccered efforts off the ground. 


In his 289th match, 

Jude Bolton revelled in a 
waterlogged SCG, finishing with 
a career-high 41 possessions 
and two goals. Rhyce Shaw and 
Ted Richards marshalled the 
defence superbly. 

Lewis Jetta kicked four goals 
and Trent Dennis-Lane and Ben 
McGlynn three each as the Swans 
recorded their seventh win. 

The only sour note was 
the injury to midfielder Luke 
Parker, who suffered a broken 
collarbone in a heavy clash 
with Bulldogs captain Matthew 
Boyd in the third term. 


Sydney Swans 9.0 10.5 16.9 20.12(132) 

Western Bulldogs 1.1 3.1 4.5 5.10(40) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Jack, Richards, Hannebery, Bolton, Shaw, Dennis-Lane, 

Jetta, Roberts-Thomson. Western Bulldogs - Boyd, Picken, Veszpremi. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Jetta 4, Dennis-Lane 3, McGlynn 3, Bolton 2, Jack 2, Reid 
2, Roberts-Thomson 2, Kennedy, O’Keefe. Western Bulldogs - Picken 2, Cordy, 
Veszpremi, Wallis. 

AFL Coaches Assoc. Votes: 10 Bolton (Syd), 7 Shaw (Syd), 6 Jack (Syd), 5 Hannebery 
(Syd), 2 Richards (Syd). 

Substitutes: Armstrong (Syd), Pearce (WB). 

Umpires: L. Farmer, J. Schmitt, C. Kamolins. 

Crowd: 13,505 at the SCG. 



Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

32 

2 

ESSENDON 

32 

3 

ADELAIDE 

32 

4 

COLLINGWOOD 

32 

5 

SYDNEY SWANS 

28 

6 

HAWTHORN 

24 

7 

CARLTON 

24 

8 

GEELONG CATS 

24 

9 

StKitda 

20 

10 

Richmond 

20 

11 

Fremantle 

20 

12 

North Melbourne 

16 

13 

Port Adelaide 

16 

14 

Brisbane Lions 

16 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

16 

16 

Melbourne 

4 

17 

GWS Giants 

4 

18 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 


BETTER WITH AGE: 

Veteran midfielder 
Jude Bolton gathered a 
career-high 41 touches. 


ROUND 11 » RELIEF FOR LONGMIRE 



» Coach John Longmire was 
relieved after the Swans held 
off a fast-finishing Essendon. 

“We stopped but ultimately 
we were able to get over the 
line,” Longmire said. 

Sydney led by 48 points late 
in the third quarter before the 
Bombers stormed home with a 
nine-goals-to-two final term to 
get within four points. 

With just seconds remaining, 
Essendon defender Courtenay 
Dempsey marked outside 50 
and played on as the siren 
sounded, preventing him from 
taking a difficult shot. 


Two minutes earlier, Swans 
speedster Lewis Jetta, the 
most influential player on the 
ground with his pace, kicking 
and goal sense, had put the 
Swans 10 points clear with his 
third goal. 

For most of the night, 
Sydney proved too sharp and 
composed for Essendon. 

The Swans teamed superbly 
with chains of quick handballs 
that released teammates such 
as Jetta, Martin Mattner, Tony 
Armstrong and Rhyce Shaw 
into space, and that’s where 
they did much of the damage. 


Sydney Swans 5.3 8.6 11.8 13.8(86) 

Essendon 1.5 1.11 2.15 11.16(82) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Jetta, Bolton, Armstrong, Bird, Kennedy, Richards, McVeigh. 
Essendon - Watson, Davey, Dyson, Howlett, Heppell, Hooker. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Jetta 3, Jack 2, Reid 2, Bolton, Everitt, McVeigh, Mumford, 
Roberts-Thomson, Shaw. Essendon - Davey 3, Watson 2, Hocking, Howlett, Jetta, 
Lovett-Murray, Myers, Stanton. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 10 Jetta (Syd), 6 Bolton (Syd), 6 Watson (Ess), 3 Dempsey 
(Ess), 3 McVeigh (Syd), 2 Richards (Syd). 

Substitutes: Malceski (Syd), Myers (Ess). 

Umpires: D. Margetts, S. Meredith, S. Mclnerney. 

Crowd: 42,785 at Etihad Stadium. *Sydney had a bye in round 12. 


Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

COLLINGWOOD 

36 

2 

SYDNEY SWANS 

32 

3 

WEST COAST EAGLES 

32 

4 

ESSENDON 

32 

5 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

32 

6 

HAWTHORN 

28 

7 

GEELONG CATS 

28 

8 

STKILDA 

24 

9 

Carlton 

24 

10 

Fremantle 

24 

11 

Richmond 

20 

12 

North Melbourne 

16 

13 

Port Adelaide 

16 

14 

Brisbane Lions 

16 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

16 

16 

Melbourne 

4 

17 

GWS Giants 

4 

18 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 


NAIL-BITER: It was 

relief for Lewis Jetta, 
despair for the Bombers, 
as the Swans held on 
by four points in a 
dramatic finish. 
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ROUND 13 » EVERITT LAST-GASP HERO 



v GEELONG CATS (scg) 


» Substitute Andrejs Everitt 
kicked the match-winning goal 
inside the final 90 seconds to 
give the Swans victory. 

Brought on in the final 
quarter for co-captain Adam 
Goodes, who was making his 
return from injury, Everitt took 
a contested mark and kicked 
truly to the delight of the 
Sydney fans. 

The Cats had taken the lead 
late in the last quarter, but the 
home side found an extra gear 
when it counted. 

The Swans had a superb 
opening term, highlighted 


by ruckman Mike Pyke’s 
effort in outmarking Matthew 
Scarlett and kicking truly from 
45m on a slight angle to give 
his side a 35-point lead at the 
first break. 

Sydney appeared to drop its 
intensity to start the second 
quarter, spilling marks and 
missing targets as Geelong 
battled to find a way back into 
the contest. 

Rhyce Shaw and Ted 
Richards were strong in 
defence, with Ryan O’Keefe 
and Jude Bolton influential in 
the midfield. 


Sydney Swans 7.0 8.2 10.6 12.8(80) 

Geelong Cats 1.1 3.3 6.6 11.8(74) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Jack, Hannebery, McGlynn, Mumford, Jetta, Bolton. 

Geelong Cats - Selwood, Motlop, Podsiadly, Kelly, Chapman, J. Hunt. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Jack 2, McGlynn 2, Reid 2, Armstrong, Bolton, Everitt, 
Jetta, Kennedy, Pyke. Geelong Cats - Chapman 2, Podsiadly 2, Enright, Hawkins, 

J. Hunt, T. Hunt, Motlop, Selwood, West. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 9 Enright (Geel), 8 Jack (Syd), 4 Richards (Syd), 

3 O’Keefe (Syd), 3 Bartel (Geel), 2 Smith (Syd), 1 Taylor (Geel). 

Substitutes: Everitt (Syd), Christensen (Geel). 

Umpires: C. Donlon, D. Margetts, S. Mclnerney. 

Crowd: 27,400 at the SCG. 


Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

COLLINGWOOD 

40 

2 

SYDNEY SWANS 

36 

3 

ESSENDON 

36 

4 

WESTCOAST EAGLES 

36 

5 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

36 

6 

HAWTHORN 

32 

7 

GEELONG CATS 

28 

8 

STKILDA 

24 

9 

Carlton 

24 

10 

Richmond 

24 

11 

North Melbourne 

24 

12 

Fremantle 

24 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

20 

14 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

15 

Port Adelaide 

16 

16 

Melbourne 

8 

17 

GWS Giants 

4 

18 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 


SUPER SUB: Andrejs 
Everitt is swamped by 
teammates Lewis Jetta, 
Lewis Roberts-Thomson 
and Tony Armstrong 
after his sealer. 


ROUND 14 » JACK, McVEIGH GIANTKILLERS 



v GWS GIANTS (anz stadium) 


» Kieren Jack and co-captain 
Jarrad McVeigh starred in the 
demolition of cross-town rival 
Greater Western Sydney. 

After some early resistance 
from the Giants, the Swans 
powered away to a 94-point win. 

Jack finished with 33 
disposals, six tackles and two 
goals to be best on ground 
and McVeigh had a game-high 
37 touches. 

Lewis Jetta, who took his 
season tally to 31 goals with 
three, kick-started his side 
in the first quarter by calmly 
slotting a set shot from 50m. 


After leading by 14 points 
at quarter-time, Sydney 
opened the second quarter 
strongly when Josh Kennedy 
sharked a Mike Pyke 
hit-out and slotted an 
opportunist goal. 

The Swans booted five for 
the term and kept the Giants to 
only one to take a 37-point lead 
into the main break. 

Jack’s goals came in the 
third quarter - one of them 
a remarkable kick from the 
boundary line - as Sydney 
powered away to a 63-point 
lead at the final change. 


Sydney Swans 3.4 8.6 14.10 19.18(132) 

GWS Giants 1.2 2.5 4.7 5.8(38) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Jack, McVeigh, Hannebery, Jetta, Bolton, McGlynn. 

GWS Giants - Treloar, Comes, Power, Greene, Palmer, Ward. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Jetta 3, Goodes 2, Jack 2, Kennedy 2, McGlynn 2, Reid 2, 
Roberts-Thomson 2, Everitt, Hannebery, Mumford, Pike. GWS Giants - Cameron, 
Giles, Greene, Palmer, Ward. 

AFL Coaches Assoc. Votes: 9 Jack (Syd), 9 McVeigh (Syd), 4 Greene (GWS), 

3 O’Keefe (Syd), 2 Jetta (Syd), 2 Kennedy (Syd), 1 Cornes (GWS). 

Substitutes: Bird (Syd), Kennedy (GWS). 

Umpires: S. Hay, S. Wenn, J. Armstrong. 

Crowd: 22,565 at ANZ Stadium. 


| Pos. Team 

Pts 1 

1 

COLLINGWOOD 

44 

2 

SYDNEY SWANS 

40 

3 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

40 

4 

ESSENDON 

40 

5 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

40 

6 

HAWTHORN 

36 

7 

GEELONG CATS 

32 

8 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

28 

9 

St Hilda 

24 

10 

Carlton 

24 

11 

Richmond 

24 

12 

Brisbane Lions 

24 

13 

Fremantle 

24 

14 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

15 

Port Adelaide 

16 

16 

Melbourne 

8 

17 

GWS Giants 

4 

18 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 


LEADING BY EXAMPLE: 

Co-captain Jarrad 
McVeigh gathered 37 
possessions as the Giants 
were cut down to size. 
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ROUND BY ROUND 


ROUND 15 » REID’S CAREER-HIGH BAG 



» Sam Reid’s career-high haul of six 
goals guided Sydney to victory over 
the Brisbane Lions. 

Reid easily eclipsed his previous 
best of three goals as the Swans 
recorded a fifth consecutive win. 

Nick Malceski took advantage 
of his late call-up for the injured 
Martin Mattner, finishing with 
29 possessions. Jarrad McVeigh 
(34 possessions, two goals) was 
outstanding and Adam Goodes (22 
possessions, three goals) kick-started 
the team after a slow start. 

Josh Kennedy was prolific again 
with 30 possessions and Ted 
Richards complemented Grundy’s 
work in the backline. In the ruck, 
Shane Mumford and Mike Pyke had 
23 hit-outs apiece. 

Lions skipper Jonathan Brown 
kicked two goals, but was well held 
by Heath Grundy, and Craig Bird did 
an excellent job to restrict Daniel 
Rich’s influence. 

After leading by only four points 
at the first change, the Swans 
gradually worked their way on top 
and four goals in the opening 10 
minutes of the third quarter settled 
the outcome. 

Sydney Swans 4.2 10.7 15.12 16.14(110) 

Brisbane Lions 3.4 7.4 8.7 9.9(63) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - McVeigh, Malceski, 
Kennedy, Reid, Grundy, Goodes, Richards. 
Brisbane Lions - Adcock, Drummond, Hanley, 
Rich, Zorko. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Reid 6, Goodes 3, 
McVeigh 2, Jetta, Hannebery, McGlynn, Pyke, 
O’Keefe. Brisbane Lions - Karnezis 2, Rich 2, 
Brown 2, Raines, Bewick, Crisp. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 10 McVeigh (Syd), 

7 Reid (Syd), 6 Kennedy (Syd), 4 Malceski 
(Syd), 2 Goodes (Syd), 1 Jack (Syd). 

Substitutes: Armstrong (Syd), Beams (BL). 
Umpires: L. Farmer, M. Leppard, J. Schmitt. 
Crowd: 19,419 at the SCG. 


Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

SYDNEYSWANS 

44 

2 

WEST COAST EAGLES 

44 

3 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

44 

4 

COLLINGWOOD 

44 

5 

HAWTHORN 

40 

6 

ESSENDON 

40 

7 

GEELONG CATS 

36 

8 

STKILDA 

28 

9 

Carlton 

28 

10 

Richmond 

28 

11 

North Melbourne 

28 

12 

Fremantle 

28 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

24 

14 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

15 

Port Adelaide 

16 

16 

Melbourne 

8 

17 

GWS Giants 

4 

18 

Gold Coast Suns 

0 
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ROUND 17 » MUMFORD BLOW 


v ST KILDA (scg) 


» Despite losing ruckman 
Shane Mumford with a knee 
injury, the Swans proved too 
strong for St Kilda to record 
their seventh consecutive win. 

The Saints, the last team 
to defeat Sydney in round 
nine, were gallant all day and 
were led by Stephen Milne’s 
five-goal effort. 

But they fell short, with the 
Swans kicking four goals in the 
final six minutes. 

After St Kilda opened up 
a 25-point lead late in the 
first term, co-captain Jarrad 
McVeigh ended a run of six 


straight behinds by the home 
side with a neat snap. 

In the second quarter, 
co-captain Adam Goodes, 
Kieren Jack and Ben McGlynn 
kicked goals to give the Swans 
a nine-point lead at half-time. 

After Mumford was subbed 
off, the third term was a dour 
affair before Sydney’s late 
charge sealed the win. 

Josh Kennedy was brilliant, 
winning his duel with Saint 
Lenny Hayes. Craig Bird kept 
Nick Dal Santo quiet and 
Goodes, Jack and Jude Bolton 
booted two goals apiece. 


Sydney Swans 1.6 5.13 9.13 15.15(105) 

St Kilda 5.1 5.4 7.9 10.16(76) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Kennedy, O’Keefe, Bird, Richards, McVeigh, Shaw. 

St Kilda - Milne, Fisher, Montagna, Dempster, Gilbert, Jones. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Goodes 2, Jack 2, Bolton 2, Reid, Bird, O’Keefe, Jetta, 
Roberts-Thomson, Grundy, Kennedy, McGlynn, McVeigh. St Kilda - Milne 5, 
Koschitzke, Dunell, Gilbert, Saad, Dal Santo. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 9 O’Keefe (Syd), 8 Kennedy (Syd), 6 McVeigh (Syd), 

4 Milne (St K), 2 Grundy (Syd), 1 Richards (Syd). 

Substitutes: Everitt (Syd), Dunell (St K). 

Umpires: R. Findlay, T. Pannell, S. Mdnerney. 

Crowd: 26,834 at the SCG. 



Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

SYDNEY SWANS 

52 

2 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

52 

3 

HAWTHORN 

48 

4 

COLLINGWOOD 

48 

5 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

44 

6 

ESSENDON 

44 

7 

GEELONG CATS 

40 

8 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

36 

9 

Fremantle 

36 

10 

St Kilda 

32 

11 

Carlton 

32 

12 

Richmond 

28 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

28 

14 

Port Adelaide 

20 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

16 

Melbourne 

8 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

4 

18 

GWS Giants 

4 


RUN-WITH ROLE: 

Craig Bird kicked one 
goal and kept a close 
rein on Saints playmaker 
Nick Dal Santo. 


ROUND 18 » PYKE DOMINATES SUNS 


v GOLD COAST SUNS (metricon stadium) 


» The Swans moved a 
game clear on top with a 
percentage-boosting win 
over the Gold Coast Suns. 

But their joy was tempered 
by the injury to key forward 
Sam Reid, who hurt his right 
knee in a marking contest in 
the first quarter. 

With Reid off the ground, 
Sydney led by only 23 points at 
half-time after being outscored 
in the second quarter. 

The Swans booted five goals 
in nine minutes in the third 
term to set up a 59-point lead 
at the final change. 


In-form midfielders Ryan 
O’Keefe (36 possessions), 

Josh Kennedy (33), Kieren 
Jack (29), Jude Bolton (23) 
and Jarrad McVeigh (23) 
found plenty of the ball and 
veterans Adam Goodes, Lewis 
Roberts-Thomson and Bolton 
booted 10 goals between them. 

In the absence of Shane 
Mumford, Mike Pyke’s 
evolution as an AFL player 
continued, with the big 
Canadian having 47 hit-outs 
as well as nine possessions 
and two marks in a dominant 
ruck performance. 


Sydney Swans 6.3 8.7 16.9 19.12(126) 

Gold Coast Suns 2.1 5.2 7.4 8.6(54) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Jack, Kennedy, O’Keefe, Pyke, Bolton, McVeigh. 

Gold Coast Suns - Ablett, Harbrow, Hine, Stanley, Warnock, Matera. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Roberts-Thomson 4, Goodes 3, Bolton 3, Jack 2, 
Dennis-Lane 2, Bird, Flannebery, Jetta, McVeigh, Kennedy. Gold Coast Suns - 
Matera 3, Smith 2, Ablett, Brown, Lynch. 

AFL Coaches Assoc. Votes: 10 O’Keefe (Syd), 5 Ablett (GCS), 5 Jack (Syd), 

4 Bolton (Syd), 3 Kennedy (Syd), 2 Roberts-Thomson (Syd), 1 Pyke (Syd). 
Substitutes: Patrick (GCS), Bird (Syd). 

Umpires: C. Fleer, M. Leppard, S. Wenn. 

Crowd: 11,169 at Metricon Stadium. 



Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

SYDNEY SWANS 

56 

2 

HAWTHORN 

52 

3 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

52 

4 

COLLINGWOOD 

52 

5 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

48 

6 

GEELONG CATS 

44 

7 

ESSENDON 

44 

8 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

40 

9 

Fremantle 

40 

10 

St Kilda 

36 

11 

Carlton 

36 

12 

Richmond 

28 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

28 

14 

Port Adelaide 

20 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

16 

Melbourne 

8 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

4 

18 

GWS Giants 

4 


STEPPING UP: 

Mike Pyke continued 
his development with 
a dominant display in 
the ruck. 
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ROUND BY ROUND 


ROUND 19 » BOLTON HURT IN O’KEEFE’S 250th 



» Ryan O’Keefe’s 250th game was 
celebrated with a 22-point win over 
Carlton, but the victory came at a cost. 

Veteran Jude Bolton injured his 
left knee late in the third quarter 
and was subbed out of the game. 

With Daniel Hannebery, Kieren 
Jack, Jarrad McVeigh and Josh 
Kennedy dominating at stoppages, 
the Swans released runners such as 
Lewis Jetta into open space. 

They also delivered the ball 
with precision to the forward line, 
where Adam Goodes and Lewis 
Roberts-Thomson provided strong 
targets and Ben McGlynn was a 
constant threat at their feet. 

Ted Richards continued his fine 
form at full-back, keeping Levi 
Casboult quiet while zoning off to 
help out teammates. 

Sydney had the better of the 
Blues early and established a 
20-point lead late in the first quarter. 
Carlton fought back to trail by only 
nine points at quarter-time before 
the Swans increased their lead at 
half-time and, by the final change, 
they held a 32-point advantage. 

Sydney Swans 4.4 8.6 11.8 14.9(93) 

Carlton 3.1 5.3 6.6 10.11(71) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Hannebery, Jack, 
Goodes, Jetta, McVeigh, McGlynn, Richards, 
Smith. Carlton - Gibbs, McLean, Waite, 
Scotland, Murphy, Yarran. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - McGlynn 3, 

Hannebery 2, Roberts-Thomson 2, Bird, 
Goodes, Jack, McVeigh, Jetta, Malceski, 
Mumford. Carlton - Waite 3, Armfield 2, 

Garlett 2, Casboult, Gibbs, Murphy. 

AFL Coaches Assoc. Votes: 9 Hannebery (Syd), 
6 McVeigh (Syd), 5 Jack (Syd), 3 Grundy (Syd), 

3 Smith (Syd), 2 Armfield (Carl), 1 Mattner 
(Syd), 1 Richards (Syd). 

Substitutes: Dennis-Lane (Syd), Davies (Carl). 
Umpires: M. Stevie, M. Leppard, J. Mollison. 
Crowd: 36,942 at Etihad Stadium. 


Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

SYDNEYSWANS 

60 

2 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

56 

3 

COLLINGWOOD 

56 

4 

HAWTHORN 

52 

5 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

48 

6 

GEELONG CATS 

48 

7 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

44 

8 

ESSENDON 

44 

9 

Fremantle 

44 

10 

StKitda 

36 

11 

Carlton 

36 

12 

Richmond 

32 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

28 

14 

Port Adelaide 

20 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

16 

Melbourne 

12 

17 

GWS Giants 

8 

18 

Gold Coast Suns 

4 


PREMIERS 2012 1 SYDNEYSWANS 89 








SEASON IN REVIEW 2012 


ROUND 20 » MAGPIE MASTERY CONTINUES 


» Collingwood maintained its 
mastery of Sydney, taking out 
a thriller to break a nine-game 
winning streak for the home side. 

Josh Kennedy (40 possessions, 
eight tackles) did all he could 
to lift the Swans and Lewis 
Roberts-Thomson was their only 
multiple goalkicker with two. 

Sydney dictated terms for the 
opening 10 minutes, leading to 
Roberts-Thomson’s first goal. But 
the Magpies lifted their work rate 
and soon assumed control to take 
an 11-point lead at the first change. 

From then on, it was an 
arm-wrestle, with the Swans 
building a 17-point lead midway 
through the third quarter, which 
they could not maintain as the 
Magpies overtook them late in 
the final term. 

Coach John Longmire lamented 
his team’s inefficiency in front of 
goal. “We had 25 scoring shots to 18, 
missed a few chances that would’ve 
made a difference. I thought we did 
a lot of things right,” he said. 



Collingwood 3.2 5.4 7.4 12.6(78) 

Sydney Swans 1.3 4.7 8.9 9.16(70) 

BEST: Collingwood - Beams, Wellingham, 
Seedsman, Maxwell, Cloke, Reid. Sydney 
Swans - Kennedy, O’Keefe, Richards, 
Roberts-Thomson, Parker, Jack. 

GOALS: Collingwood - Cloke 3, Beams 3, 

Blair, Didak, Seedsman, Wellingham, Fasolo, 
Thomas. Sydney Swans - Roberts-Thomson 2, 
Dennis-Lane, Bird, Goodes, Kennedy, O’Keefe, 
Pyke, McGlynn. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 10 Beams (Coll), 

8 Kennedy (Syd), 6 Reid (Coll), 2 Jolly (Coll), 

2 Pendlebury (Coll), 1 Maxwell (Coll), 

1 O’Keefe (Syd). 

Substitutes: Armstrong (Syd), Didak (Coll). 
Umpires: B. Rosebury, M. Nicholls, S. Jeffery. 
Crowd: 45,827 at ANZ Stadium. 


Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

SYDNEY SWANS 

60 

2 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

60 

3 

COLLINGWOOD 

60 

4 

HAWTHORN 

56 

5 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

52 

6 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

48 

7 

GEELONG CATS 

48 

8 

ESSENDON 

44 

9 

Fremantle 

44 

10 

StKilda 

40 

11 

Carlton 

40 

12 

Richmond 

36 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

28 

14 

Port Adelaide 

20 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

16 

Melbourne 

12 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

8 

18 

GWS Giants 

8 


90 SYDNEY SWANS j PREMIERS 2012 


To purchase photos from this book go to aflphotos.com.au 







ROUND BY ROUND 


ROUND 21 » RAPID REBOUND 


v WESTERN BULLDOGS {etihad stadium) 


» Sydney went a game clear on 
top after thrashing the Western 
Bulldogs by 82 points. 

The Swans rebounded 
strongly from their narrow loss 
to Collingwood, piling on 23 
goals to eight after quarter-time 
to record their highest score 
since round 15,2007. 

At the 10-minute mark of the 
second quarter, Sydney trailed 
the determined Bulldogs by 17 
points before slamming on the 
next 10 goals. The Swans lifted 
their intensity and put the 
result beyond doubt by midway 
through the third term. 


Ruckman Mike Pyke played 
his best game for the club, 
kicking three goals and taking 
four contested marks before 
being subbed off early in the 
last quarter with an ankle injury. 

Co-captain Adam Goodes 
also showed glimpses of form 
in the second half, finishing 
with 22 disposals and 3.1. 

Shane Mumford and Lewis 
Roberts-Thomson booted 
three goals apiece. 

Josh Kennedy, Kieren 
Jack, Ryan O’Keefe and 
Daniel Hannebery were solid 
contributors in the midfield. 


Sydney Swans 3.2 10.5 16.9 26.11(167) 

Western Bulldogs 6.2 8.3 11.5 13.7(85) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Kennedy, Jack, Pyke, Goodes, Parker, O’Keefe, Roberts-Thomson, 
Grundy. Western Bulldogs - Griffin, Boyd, Smith, Dickson, Addison, Jong. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Goodes 3, Mumford 3, Pyke 3, Roberts-Thomson 3, Hannebery 
2, McGlynn 2, O’Keefe 2, Reid 2, Jack, Jetta, Kennedy, McVeigh, Morton, Parker. Western 
Bulldogs - Addison 4, Dickson 3, Giansiracusa 2, Cordy, Johnannisen, Lake, Picken. 

AFL Coaches Assoc. Votes: 10 Griffen (WB), 8 Kennedy (Syd), 6 Roberts-Thomson 
(Syd), 2 Jack (Syd), 2 Smith (Syd), 1 Mumford (Syd), 1 O’Keefe (Syd). 

Substitutes: Morton (Syd), Cooney (WB). 

Umpires: C. Fleer, J. Mollison, J. Bannister. 

Crowd: 19,396 at Etihad Stadium. 



Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

SYDNEY SWANS 

64 

2 

HAWTHORN 

60 

3 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

60 

4 

COLLINGWOOD 

60 

5 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

56 

6 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

52 

7 

GEELONG CATS 

52 

8 

FREMANTLE 

48 

9 

Carlton 

44 

10 

Essendon 

44 

11 

StKilda 

40 

12 

Richmond 

36 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

32 

14 

Port Adelaide 

20 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

16 

Melbourne 

16 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

8 

18 

GWS Giants 

8 


VERSATILE: Lewis 
Roberts-Thomson 
continued to have an 
impact in attack with 
three goals. 


ROUND 22 » HAWKS WIN A CLASSIC 



Hawthorn 0.1 7.6 10.11 15.12(102) 

Sydney Swans 4.3 8.5 10.7 14.11(95) 

BEST: Hawthorn - Burgoyne, Lewis, Birchall, Franklin, Hodge, Young, Sewell. 
Sydney Swans - O’Keefe, Goodes, Richards, Kennedy, Hannebery, Grundy. 

GOALS: Hawthorn - Franklin 4, Burgoyne 3, Suckling 2, Puopolo 2, Gunston, 
Sewell, Shiels, Smith. Sydney Swans - Goodes 2, Mumford 2, O’Keefe 2, Reid 2, 
Jack, Kennedy, Malceski, McGlynn, McVeigh, Roberts-Thomson. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 9 Burgoyne (Haw), 8 Kennedy (Syd), 4 Guerra (Haw), 

4 O’Keefe (Syd), 3 Lewis (Haw), 1 Franklin (Haw), 1 Hale (Haw). 

Substitutes: Ellis (Haw), Morton (Syd). 

Umpires: C. Donlon, S. McBurney, D. Margetts. 

Crowd: 31,167 at the SCG. 


» In one of the games of the 
season, Hawthorn replaced 
Sydney on top of the ladder 
after winning a pulsating battle 
by seven points. 

The Swans started brilliantly 
with four unanswered goals 
in the first term before the 
Hawks, who trailed by 38 
points midway through the 
second quarter, awoke from 
their slumber. 

There were six lead changes 
in a frantic final quarter worthy 
of a top-of-the-table contest. 

Hawthorn trailed by five 
points at the 28-minute mark 


when Ryan O’Keefe goaled. 
However, the visitors took 
the ball out of the centre and 
Shaun Burgoyne, a star all 
game, marked and goaled to 
regain the lead for the Hawks. 

Moments later, a long goal 
by Brad Sewell sealed the win. 

Josh Kennedy was Sydney’s 
leading ball-winner with 35 
disposals. O’Keefe was also 
prolific with 30 possessions 
and a game-high 12 tackles and 
Daniel Hannebery had 29. 

Co-captain Adam Goodes 
was also among the best with 
15 possessions and two goals. 


Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

HAWTHORN 

64 

2 

SYDNEY SWANS 

64 

3 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

64 

4 

WEST COAST EAGLES 

60 

5 

COLLINGWOOD 

60 

6 

GEELONGCATS 

56 

7 

FREMANTLE 

52 

8 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

52 

9 

StKilda 

44 

10 

Carlton 

44 

11 

Essendon 

44 

12 

Richmond 

40 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

36 

14 

Port Adelaide 

20 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

16 

Melbourne 

16 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

12 

18 

GWS Giants 

8 


PIPPED AT THE POST: 

Ryan O’Keefe was 
outstanding with 30 
possessions and 12 
tackles, but the Swans 
went down in a thriller. 
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SEASON IN REVIEW 2012 


ROUND 23 » CATS SECURE HOME FINAL 


v GEELONG CATS (simonds stadium) 


» Sydney dropped to third 
as Geelong secured a home 
elimination final with a gutsy 
34-point win. 

The Swans made the early 
running, leading by nine 
points five minutes into the 
second quarter. 

They also opened a 
six-point advantage after 
kicking the first two goals of 
the third term. But the Cats 
took control by kicking eight 
unanswered goals either side of 
three-quarter time. 

In attack, co-captain Adam 
Goodes was blanketed by Harry 


Taylor and Sydney missed the 
presence of injured big man 
Sam Reid as they struggled to 
get the ball past half-forward. 

However, co-captain Jarrad 
McVeigh (32 possessions, two 
goals) and Josh Kennedy (24 
possessions) worked tirelessly 
and Ted Richards held his 
own after being shifted on to 
dangerous Cat Paul Chapman. 

Kieren Jack lodged a late 
contender for goal of the year 
when he split the middle from 
only a couple of centimetres 
inside the boundary line 10 
minutes into the third quarter. 


Geelong Cats 4.3 7.5 12.7 17.10(112) 

Sydney Swans 4.5 5.8 7.12 11.12(78) 

BEST: Geelong Cats - Kelly, Chapman, Selwood, Bartel, Scarlett, Taylor, Johnson. 
Sydney Swans - Kennedy, McVeigh, Richards, Armstrong, Shaw. 

GOALS: Geelong Cats - Hawkins 4, Chapman 3, Podsiadly 3, Johnson, Vardy, 
Christensen, Duncan, Lonergan, Mackie, Bartel. Sydney Swans - McVeigh 2, 

Goodes 2, Jack, Kennedy, Mumford, Walsh, O’Keefe, McGlynn, Bolton. 

AFL Coaches Assoc, votes: 9 Taylor (Geel), 8 Selwood (Geel), 4 Kelly (Geel), 

4 McVeigh (Syd), 3 Chapman (Geel), 2 Hawkins (Geel). 

Substitutes: Motlop (Geel), Parker (Syd). 

Umpires: B. Rosebury, J. Schmitt, S. Meredith. 

Crowd: 20,045 at Simonds Stadium. 



Pos. Team 

Pts 

1 

HAWTHORN 

68 

2 

ADELAIDE CROWS 

68 

3 

SYDNEY SWANS 

64 

4 

COLLINGWOOD 

64 

5 

WESTCOASTEAGLES 

60 

6 

GEELONG CATS 

60 

7 

FREMANTLE 

56 

8 

NORTH MELBOURNE 

56 

9 

StKilda 

48 

10 

Carlton 

44 

11 

Essendon 

44 

12 

Richmond 

42 

13 

Brisbane Lions 

40 

14 

Port Adelaide 

22 

15 

Western Bulldogs 

20 

16 

Melbourne 

16 

17 

Gold Coast Suns 

12 

18 

GWS Giants 

8 


OUT-POINTED: 

Defender Ted Richards 
held his own, but the 
Swans were no match 
for the Cats at home. 


QF2 » SWANS IN THE BOX SEAT 



IN TEARS: Daniel 
Hannebery consoles 
Ben McGlynn after his 
hamstring injury. 


v ADELAIDE CROWS (aami stadium) 


to watch the final term from 
the sidelines. 

The Swans tackled with 
much more intensity and made 
the most of their opportunities 
booting five second-quarter 
goals to take a 25-point lead 
into half-time. 

Ryan O’Keefe was brilliant 
in the midfield with 37 
possessions and Adam 
Goodes looked in ominous 
touch, scoring Sydney’s first 
two goals. 

Josh Kennedy (35 disposals, 
one goal) and Daniel 
Hannebery (27) were also 
busy in the midfield. 


» Sydney booked a home 
preliminary final with a 
hard-fought 29-point win 
over Adelaide. 

While the Swans were 
elated with only their 
third victory over the Crows 
in 15 clashes, the win was 
soured by an injury to small 
forward Ben McGlynn. 

McGlynn was in tears on the 
interchange bench after badly 
hurting his right hamstring in 
the third quarter. 

He had been in fine touch 
with 13 touches and a goal, but 
hobbled down into the rooms 
for some time before emerging 


Sydney Swans 2.2 7.2 8.4 11.5(71) 

Adelaide Crows 1.3 2.7 3.10 5.12(42) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - O’Keefe, Goodes, Richards, Kennedy, Shaw, Roberts-Thomson, 
Jetta. Adelaide Crows - Thompson, Mackay, Sloane, Doughty, Reilly. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Goodes 3, Jetta 2, Morton 2, Kennedy, McGlynn, Parker, 

Reid. Adelaide Crows - Callinan, Johncock, Sloane, van Berio, Walker. 

Substitutes: Riley (Adel), Parker (Syd). 

Umpires: L. Farmer, M. Stevie, J. Schmitt. 

Crowd: 44,849 at AAMI Stadium. 
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ROUND BY ROUND 


PF2 » BREAKING THE PIES HOODOO 



» In Jude Bolton’s 300th 
game, Sydney finally buried 
its Collingwood hoodoo and 
surged into the Grand Final 
with a 26-point win. 

The Swans had lost their 
past 11 games against the 
Magpies, but took the 
initiative from the outset. 
Collingwood was gallant, 
reducing a 42-point margin 
late in the third quarter to 
20 before Sydney steadied 
in the final term. 

After being overlooked 
for All-Australian honours, 
Lewis Jetta showcased his 
sublime talents, kicking three 


breathtaking goals to prove the 
game-breaker. 

The Swans’ midfield of Josh 
Kennedy, Ryan O’Keefe, Jarrad 
McVeigh and Daniel Hannebery 
was also brilliant against the 
Magpies’ All-Australian trio of 
Dayne Beams, Dane Swan and 
Scott Pendlebury. 

All-Australian defender 
Ted Richards appeared to be 
in trouble when he injured 
his ankle in the first quarter. 
After treatment in the rooms, 
he played out the game and 
restricted Chris Dawes, who 
came into the game under a 
cloud with a knee problem. 


NO CATCHING HIM: Speedster Lewis Jetta 
left Pie Nathan Brown in his wake with an 
electrifying run and goal, while Jude Bolton 
(right) kicked a late goal as the Swans 
stormed into the Grand Final. 


Sydney Swans 5.5 7.9 9.14 13.18(96) 

Collingwood 2.3 3.6 5.8 10.10(70) 

BEST: Sydney Swans - Kennedy, O’Keefe, Jetta, McVeigh, 
Hannebery, Goodes. Collingwood - Pendlebury, O’Brien, Cloke, 
Beams, Johnson. 

GOALS: Sydney Swans - Jetta 3, Bolton 2, Roberts-Thomson 2, 
Kennedy 2, Bird, Goodes, O’Keefe, Mumford. Collingwood - Cloke 3, 
Beams, Dawes, Fasolo, Goldsack, Johnson, Swan, Tarrant. 
Substitutes: Parker (Syd), Elliott (Coll). 

Umpires: B. Rosebury, M. Stevie, S. Meredith. 

Crowd: 57,156 at ANZ Stadium. 






SYDNEY SWANS SQUAD 


PLAYER LIST 2012 


No. Hgt. Wgt. 


Birth Debut Acquired Previous club 


2011 2012 Total This club 2012 Total 


General kicks 


ARMSTRONGTony 

19 

182 

81 

29/9/1989 

2010 

TR/2011 

Kieren Jack 

359 

BIGGS Shane# 

46 

188 

78 

5/8/1991 

.... 

RD/2012 

Jarrad McVeigh 

352 

BIRD Craig 

14 

180 

84 

21/1/1989 

2008 

59/2007 

Ryan O’Keefe 

329 

BOLTON Jude(V) 

24 

182 

84 

15/3/1980 

1999 

8/1998 

Josh Kennedy 

307 

BROWN Alex 

36 

192 

82 

26/9/1993 

.... 

61/2011 

RhyceShaw 

300 

CUNNINGHAM Harry# 

44 

181 

75 

6/12/1993 

2012 

RD/2012 

MARKS 

| DENNIS-LANE Trent 

8 

181 

78 

30/8/1988 

2010 

55/2009 

General marks 


EVERITTAndrejs 

13 

194 

91 

13/3/1989 

2007 

TR/2010 

Ted Richards 

125 

GOODES Adam(V) 

37 

192 

99 

8/1/1980 

1999 

43/1997 

Heath Grundy 

117 

GORDON Nathan 

45 

187 

88 

12/2/1990 

2011 

85/2011 

Jarrad McVeigh 

108 

GRUNDY Heath 

39 

193 

100 

2/6/1986 

2006 

RE/2005 

Alex Johnson 

108 

HANNEBERY Daniel 

4 

182 

80 

24/2/1991 

2009 

30/2008 

Adam Goodes 

103 

HEATH Campbell# 

35 

188 

84 

1/4/1991 

2010 

RD/2012 

Contested marks 


JACK Kieren 

15 

178 

78 

28/6/1987 

2007 

RE/2007 

Ted Richards 

35 

JETTA Lewis 

32 

181 

77 

4/5/1989 

2010 

14/2009 

Sam Reid 

31 

JOHNSON Alex 

34 

193 

91 

2/3/1992 

2011 

57/2010 

Mike Pyke 

29 

KENNEDY Josh 

12 

188 

96 

20/6/1988 

2008 

TR/2009 

Heath Grundy 

22 

KRUGER Eugene# 

43 

183 

80 

25/1/1991 

.... 

RD/2011 

Alex Johnson 

18 

LAMB Jed 

11 

181 

82 

19/10/1992 

.... 

21/2010 

HANDBALLS 

| LOCKYER Jordan 

23 

191 

88 

15/6/1993 

.... 

43/2011 

Josh Kennedy 

401 

LYNCH Jack# 

42 

191 

85 

7/1/1993 

.... 

RD/2012 

Daniel Hannebery 

335 

MALCESKI Nick 

9 

189 

86 

15/8/1984 

2005 

64/2002 

Ryan O’Keefe 

271 

MATTNER Martin 

29 

188 

86 

6/8/1982 

2002 

TR/2007 

Jarrad McVeigh 

264 

McGLYNN Ben 

21 

174 

76 

6/8/1985 

2006 

TR/2009 

Jude Bolton 

253 

McNEIL Dylan# 

28 

175 

78 

20/3/1991 

.... 

RD/2010 

TACKLES 

| McVEIGH Jarrad 

3 

184 

84 

7/4/1985 

2004 

5/2002 

Ryan O’Keefe 

156 

MEREDITH Brett 

7 

181 

82 

20/1/1989 

2009 

26/2007 

Kieren Jack 

140 

MITCHELLTom 

6 

181 

83 

31/5/1993 

.... 

21/2011 

Josh Kennedy 

125 

MOORE Jarred 

33 

178 

83 

6/3/1986 

2005 

31/2004 

Jude Bolton 

117 

MORTON Mitch 

10 

184 

83 

28/1/1987 

2005 

TR/2011 

Craig Bird 

105 

MUMFORD Shane 

41 

198 

104 

5/7/1986 

2008 

TR/2009 

TACTICAL 

| O’KEEFE Ryan 

5 

188 

87 

24/1/1981 

2000 

56/1999 

Inside 50 


PARKERLuke 

26 

183 

86 

25/10/1992 

2011 

40/2010 

Kieren Jack 

129 

PYKE Mike 

38 

201 

103 

24/3/1984 

2009 

101/2010 

Lewis Jetta 

116 

REID Sam 

20 

194 

95 

27/12/1991 

2010 

38/2009 

Jarrad McVeigh 

104 

RICHARDS Ted 

25 

193 

95 

11/1/1983 

2002 

TR/2005 

Josh Kennedy 

94 

ROBERTS-THOMSON Lewis 

30 

194 

94 

8/9/1983 

2003 

29/2001 

Nick Malceski 

86 

ROHAN Gary 

16 

188 

88 

7/6/1991 

2010 

6/2009 

Rebounded from 50 

SEABY Mark 

1 

199 

100 

1/5/1984 

2004 

TR/2009 

Nick Malceski 

102 

SHAW Rhyce 

2 

182 

81 

16/10/1981 

2000 

TR/2008 

Heath Grundy 

99 

SMITH Nick 

40 

183 

82 

12/6/1988 

2008 

RE/2008 

Rhyce Shaw 

92 

SPANGHERMatt 

27 

195 

95 

23/4/1987 

2008 

73/2010 

Ted Richards 

90 

WALSH Tommy 

17 

193 

98 

26/2/1988 

2012 

TR/2011 

Alex Johnson 

82 

WHITE Jesse 

18 

196 

103 

9/1/1988 

2008 

79/2006 


NSW-ACT U18/Riddells Creek (Vic)/Calder U18/Adelaide 

5 

8 

22 

8 

2 

2 

East Ringwood (Vic)/Bendigo Bombers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Nelson Bay (NSW)/NSW-ACT U18 

22 

25 

87 

87 

12 

37 

Aberfeldie (Vic)/Calder U18 

22 

22 

301 

301 

23 

167 

Doncaster Heights (Vic)/Oakleigh U18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Turvey Park (NSW)/NSW-ACT U18/Wagga (NSW) 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Carine (WA)/Subiaco (WAFL) 

3 

8 

19 

19 

9 

30 

Somerville (Vic)/Dandenong U18/Western Bulldogs 

11 

12 

59 

23 

9 

25 

Horsham (Vic)/North Ballarat U18 

24 

19 

319 

319 

37 

389 

East Coast Eagles (NSW) 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

Modbury (SA)/Norwood (SANFL) 

20 

24 

114 

114 

2 

21 

Kew Rovers (Vic)/Xavier College (Vic)/Oakleigh U18 

24 

25 

77 

77 

10 

26 

Maffra (Vic)/Gippsland U18 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Pennant Hills (NSW)/NSW-ACT U18 

18 

25 

114 

114 

27 

78 

Bridgetown (WA)/Swan Districts (WAFL) 

20 

25 

65 

65 

45 

61 

Haw Citizens (Vic)/Old Xaverians (Vic)/Oakleigh U18 

20 

25 

45 

45 

0 

1 

Xavier College (Vic)/Sandringham U18/Hawthorn 

24 

25 

86 

73 

29 

53 

East Coast Eagles (NSW) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Yarram (Vic)/Gippsland U18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Joondalup-Kinross (WA)/West Perth (WAFL) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

St Ignatius College, Riverview (NSW) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

North Ringwood (Vic)/Eastern U18 

12 

22 

126 

126 

6 

54 

Imperials (SA)/Sturt (SANFL)/Adelaide 

24 

24 

215 

117 

1 

40 

Wentworth (NSW)/Bendigo U18/Box Hill (VFL)/Hawthorn 24 

22 

104 

60 

30 

111 

Lavington (NSW)/Murray U18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pennant Hills (Vic)/NSW-ACT U18 

22 

25 

194 

194 

18 

141 

Bundoora (Vic)/Northern U18 

3 

0 

16 

16 

0 

10 

Ashburton (WA)/Claremont (WAFL) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Langwarrin (Vic)/Dandenong U18 

3 

0 

68 

68 

0 

52 

Lake Grace (WA)/Claremont (WAFL)/West Coast/Rich 

9 

5 

76 

5 

5 

110 

Bunyip (Vic)/Geelong (VFL)/Geelong 

19 

17 

78 

57 

12 

30 

Strathmore (Vic)/Calder U18 

24 

24 

257 

257 

20 

248 

Langwarrin (Vic)/Dandenong U18 

13 

19 

32 

32 

5 

13 

Canada 

2 

18 

46 

46 

8 

13 

Wangaratta Rovers (Vic)/Murray U18 

23 

22 

46 

46 

31 

54 

Xavier College (Vic)/Sandringham U18/Essendon 

23 

25 

181 

148 

0 

31 

North Shore (NSW)/NSW-ACT U18 

15 

22 

170 

170 

25 

51 

Cobden (Vic)/Geelong U18 

9 

4 

22 

22 

3 

18 

Mukinbudin (WA)/West Perth (WAFL)/West Coast 

7 

5 

120 

18 

1 

69 

Diamond Creek (Vic)/Preston U18/Collingwood 

24 

24 

187 

93 

1 

41 

Ashburton United (Vic)/Scotch College (Vic)/Oakleigh U18 23 

22 

74 

74 

0 

8 

Old Xaverians (Vic)/Eastern U18/West Coast 

6 

0 

32 

6 

0 

11 

County Kerry (Ireland) 

0 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Southport (QAFL) 

13 

3 

56 

56 

2 

53 


SYDNEY SWANS USED 31 PLAYERS IN 2012 


Player 

MT 

K 

M 

HB 

D 

AV.D 

FF 

FA 

G 

B 

T 

HO 

Player 

MT 

K 

M 

HB 

D 

AV.D 

FF 

FA 

G 

B 

T 

HO 

Armstrong, Tony 

8 

64 

22 

40 

104 

13.00 

2 

2 

2 

2 

10 

0 

McVeigh, Jarrad 

25 

352 

108 

264 

616 

24.64 

16 

19 

18 

13 

80 

0 

Bird, Craig 

25 

220 

69 

207 

427 

17.08 

16 

21 

12 

12 

105 

0 

Morton, Mitch 

5 

23 

13 

19 

42 

8.40 

1 

5 

5 

2 

15 

0 

Bolton, Jude 

22 

183 

70 

253 

436 

19.82 

24 

12 

23 

10 

117 

4 

Mumford, Shane 

17 

60 

52 

115 

175 

10.29 

29 

26 

12 

4 

75 

459 

Cunningham, Harry 

1 

4 

2 

0 

4 

4.00 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

O’Keefe, Ryan 

24 

329 

72 

271 

600 

25.00 

35 

22 

20 

7 

156 

4 

Dennis-Lane, Trent 

8 

37 

21 

16 

53 

6.63 

3 

8 

9 

3 

25 

0 

Parker, Luke 

19 

140 

54 

164 

304 

16.00 

10 

19 

5 

5 

53 

1 

Everitt,Andrejs 

12 

66 

17 

50 

116 

9.67 

6 

3 

9 

8 

25 

4 

Pyke, Mike 

18 

70 

59 

112 

182 

10.11 

16 

21 

8 

8 

48 

384 

Goodes, Adam 

19 

217 

103 

115 

332 

17.47 

16 

18 

37 

19 

56 

4 

Reid, Sam 

22 

115 

68 

91 

206 

9.36 

23 

12 

31 

19 

43 

0 

Grundy, Heath 

24 

258 

117 

166 

424 

17.67 

13 

26 

2 

0 

25 

0 

Richards, Ted 

25 

198 

125 

160 

358 

14.32 

22 

22 

0 

0 

51 

0 

Hannebery, Daniel 

25 

261 

95 

335 

596 

23.84 

14 

21 

10 

8 

84 

0 

Roberts-Thomson, Lewis 

22 

125 

76 

98 

223 

10.14 

23 

17 

25 

10 

47 

36 

Jack, Kieren 

25 

359 

65 

242 

601 

24.04 

30 

35 

27 

13 

140 

0 

Rohan, Gary 

4 

15 

8 

24 

39 

9.75 

2 

4 

3 

2 

15 

0 

Jetta, Lewis 

25 

278 

84 

118 

396 

15.84 

17 

10 

45 

17 

69 

0 

Seaby, Mark 

5 

18 

9 

41 

59 

11.80 

9 

5 

1 

1 

19 

132 

Johnson, Alex 

25 

209 

108 

142 

351 

14.04 

13 

12 

0 

4 

65 

0 

Shaw, Rhyce 

24 

300 

71 

149 

449 

18.71 

7 

17 

1 

2 

57 

0 

Kennedy, Josh 

25 

307 

73 

401 

708 

28.32 

31 

28 

29 

13 

125 

1 

Smith, Nick 

22 

162 

67 

164 

326 

14.82 

15 

12 

0 

3 

87 

0 

Malceski, Nick 

22 

295 

68 

106 

401 

18.23 

13 

17 

6 

5 

77 

1 

Walsh, Tommy 

3 

13 

7 

11 

24 

8.00 

5 

6 

3 

2 

6 

0 

Mattner, Martin 

24 

205 

81 

122 

327 

13.63 

17 

16 

1 

3 

74 

0 

White, Jesse 

3 

19 

12 

10 

29 

9.67 

2 

9 

2 

0 

7 

28 

McGlynn, Ben 

22 

206 

80 

119 

325 

14.77 

32 

13 

30 

24 

73 

1 















KEY: MT (matches): K (kicks); M (marks): HB (handballs); D (disposals); AV.D (average disposals); FF (frees for); FA (frees against); G (goals); B (behinds); T (tackles); HO (hit-outs). Stats provided by Champion Data. 
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STATISTICS 


HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 


OVERALL RECORD: 2283 games - 
1061 wins, 1199 losses, 23 draws 

GRAND FINALS: 15 
PREMIERSHIPS: 5 

RECORD AT THE MCG: 

206 games - 81 wins, 123 losses, 2 draws 


Head-to-head v | P | W | L | D 


Adelaide 

33 

11 

22 

0 

Brisbane Lions 

45 

23 

21 

1 

Carlton 

218 

85 

127 

6 

Collingwood 

219 

80 

138 

1 

Essendon 

212 

81 

130 

1 

Fitzroy 

185 

77 

104 

4 

Fremantle 

25 

14 

11 

0 

Geelong 

212 

95 

117 

0 

Gold Coast Suns 

2 

2 

0 

0 

GWS Giants 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Hawthorn 

152 

67 

83 

2 

Melbourne 

201 

107 

92 

2 

North Melbourne 

152 

80 

71 

1 

Port Adelaide 

21 

15 

6 

0 

Richmond 

187 

83 

103 

1 

St Kilda 

208 

128 

77 

3 

University 

14 

13 

1 

0 

West Coast Eagles 

43 

23 

20 

0 

Western Bulldogs 

152 

74 

77 

1 

HIGHEST SCORE 





36.20 (236) v Essendon, R17,1987, SCG 



LOWEST SCORE 

0.5 (5) v Carlton, R8,1899, Princes Park 

GREATEST WINNING MARGIN 

171 points v St Kilda, R12,1919, Lake Oval 

BEST WINNING SEQUENCE 

12 games - R5,1918 to GF, 1918; RIO, 1933 to 
Rl, 1934; R2,1935 to R13,1935 

WORST LOSING SEQUENCE 

29 games - R7,1972 to R13,1973 


MOST GAMES 

Adam Goodes* (319) 

Michael O’Loughlin (303) 

Jude Bolton* (301) 

John Rantall (260) 

Ryan O’Keefe* (257) 

MOST CONSECUTIVE GAMES 

Adam Goodes* (205) 

Brett Kirk (200) 


Jared Crouch (195, all from debut) 

Jude Bolton* (144) 

John Rantall (139, Syd & NM) 

GAMES RECORDS HELD IN 
GUERNSEY NUMBERS 

1 Paul Roos (356 - Syd & Fitz) 

5 John Rantall (330 - S Melb & NM) 

14 Bob Skilton (237) 

19 Michael O’Loughlin (292) 

37 Adam Goodes* (319) 

MOST GAMES AS CAPTAIN 

Paul Kelly (182) 

Bob Skilton (165) 

Dennis Carroll (131) 

Brett Kirk (119) 

Ron Clegg (106) 

MOST GAMES AS COACH 

Paul Roos (202) 

Rodney Eade (152) 

Ian Stewart (111) 

Charlie Pannam (108) 

J. Herbie Matthews (90) 

MOST GOALS 

Bob Pratt (681) 

Michael O’Loughlin (521) 

Barry Hall (467) 

Tony Lockett (462) 

Bob Skilton (412) 

TOP GOALKICKING PERFORMANCES 

16 Tony Lockett (v Fitzroy, round 19, 

1995, Whitten Oval) 

15 Bob Pratt (v Essendon, round 3, 

1934, Lake Oval) 

14 Harold Robertson (v St Kilda, 
round 12,1919, Lake Oval) 

12 Tony Lockett (v Richmond, round 19, 

1996, SCG) 

12 Tony Lockett (v Port Adelaide, round 16, 
1998, SCG) 

12 Bob Pratt (v Footscray, round 15, 

1934, Lake Oval) 

12 Lindsay White (v Melbourne, round 5, 
1942, Princes Park) 

BROWNLOW MEDALLISTS 

J. Herbie Matthews (1940, tied), Ron Clegg 
(1949, tied), Fred Goldsmith (1955), Bob Skilton 
(1959, tied; 1963,1968), Peter Bedford (1970), 
Graham Teasdale (1977), Barry Round (1981, 
tied), Greg Williams (1986, tied), Gerard Healy 
(1988), Paul Kelly (1995), Adam Goodes* (2003, 
tied; 2006) 

AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL 
HALL OF FAME MEMBERS 
LEGENDS: Ron Barassi (coach Syd, also Melb, 
Carl, coach Carl, N Melb, Melb), Roy Cazaly 


(also St K, coach S Melb, Haw), Bob Pratt, 
Bob Skilton (also coach S Melb, Melb) 
INDUCTEES: Jack Oatey, Like McBrien (admin), 
Johnny Leonard, Laurie Nash, Mark Tandy, Ron 
Clegg, Vic Belcher (also coach S Melb, Fitz), Norm 
Smith (coach S Melb, also Melb, Fitz, coach Melb, 
Fitz), J. Herbie Matthews, John Rantall (also 
N Melb, Fitz), Terry Daniher (also Ess), Peter 
Bedford (also Carl), Jack Sheedy, Len Thompson 
(also Coll, Fitz), Des Tuddenham (coach S Melb, 
also Coll, Ess, coach Ess), Paul Roos (also Fitz), 
Tom Hafey (coach Syd, also Rich, coach Rich, Geel, 
Coll), Dermott Brereton (also Haw, Coll), Gerard 
Healy (also Melb), Barry Round (also Foots), 

Tony Lockett (also St K), John Murphy (also Fitz, 

N Melb), Frank Johnson, Paul Kelly 

AFL TEAM OF THE CENTURY 

Bob Skilton (rover), Greg Williams 
(interchange), Norm Smith (coach) 

INDIGENOUS TEAM OF THE CENTURY 

Adam Goodes* (centre half-back), 

Michael O’Loughlin (full-forward) 

LEADING GOALKICKER MEDALLISTS 

1934: Bob Pratt (138) 

1935: Bob Pratt (97) 

1942: Lindsay White (67) 

JOHN COLEMAN MEDALLISTS 

1996: Tony Lockett (114) 

1998: Tony Lockett (107) 

NORM SMITH MEDALLIST 

Ryan O’Keefe* (2012) 

PREMIERSHIP COACH MEDALLISTS 

Charlie Ricketts (1909), Bert Howson (1918), 
Jack Bisset (1933) 

JOCK McHALE MEDALLISTS 

Paul Roos (2005), John Longmire (2012) 

JIM STYNES MEDALLIST 

Ryan O’Keefe* (2006) 

AFL RISING STAR AWARD 

Adam Goodes* (1999), Daniel Hannebery* (2010) 

AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL MEDIA 
ASSOCIATION MVP AWARD 

Brian Roberts (1975), Gerard Healy (1988), 
Adam Goodes* (2006) 

AFL PLAYERS’ ASSOCIATION 
MVP AWARD 

Gerard Healy (1988) 

PREMIERSHIPS 

1909,1918,1933,2005,2012 

RUNNERS-UP 

1899,1907,1912,1914,1934,1935,1936,1945, 
1996,2006 


McClelland trophy 

1996 

WOODEN SPOONS 

1903,1922,1938,1939,1962,1971,1973,1975, 
1992,1993,1994 

FINALS 

74 games - 34 wins, 40 losses 


MOST FINALS 

Jude Bolton* (23) 

Adam Goodes* (23) 

Ryan O’Keefe* (21) 

MOST GOALS IN FINALS 

Barry Hall (39) 

Bob Pratt (37) 

Michael O’Loughlin (37) 
Laurie Nash (27) 


HIGHEST SCORE IN A FINAL 

19.13 (127) v Fremantle, PF,2006 

LOWEST SCORE IN A FINAL 

3.8 (26) v Fitzroy, GF, 1899 

GREATEST WINNING MARGIN 
IN A FINAL 

60 points v Geelong, PF, 1934 

GREATEST LOSING MARGIN 
IN A FINAL 

99 points v Hawthorn, QF, 1987 

MOST GOALS IN A FINAL 

9 Lindsay White, v Essendon, PF, 1942 

BEST FINALS WINNING STREAK 

5 matches (2005-06) 

WORST FINALS LOSING STREAK 

7 matches (1945-87) 

PRE-SEASON/NIGHT SERIES 

98 games - 47 wins, 51 losses 
Premierships 1956,1957,1960,1982 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

1984 (2750), 1985 (2777), 1986 (4927), 1987 (3594), 
1988 (2516), 1989 (2631), 1990 (2624), 1991 (2907), 
1992 (3020), 1993 (3097), 1994 (3327), 1995 (6088), 
1996 (9525), 1997 (22,109), 1998 (31,089), 1999 
(31,175), 2000 (30,177), 2001 (28,022), 2002 (27,755), 
2003 (21,270), 2004 (25,010), 2005 (24,955), 2006 
(30,382), 2007 (28,764), 2008 (26,721), 2009 
(26,269), 2010 (28,671), 2011 (27,106), 2012 (29,873) 

* denotes current player or coach 



THE SYDNEY SWANS’ 2012 GRAND FINAL TEAM, MCG, JUST BEFORE 2.30PM, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29. 

STANDING (from left): Jude Bolton, Luke Parker, Mitch Morton, Nick Smith, Sam Reid, Ted Richards, Heath Grundy, Alex Johnson, Mike Pyke, Shane Mumford, Josh Kennedy, 
Martin Mattner, Lewis Roberts-Thomson. SEATED: Lewis Jetta, Rhyce Shaw, Jarrad McVeigh (co-captain), Ryan O’Keefe, Nick Malceski, John Longmire (coach), Adam Goodes 
(co-captain), Craig Bird, Kieren Jack, Daniel Hannebery. 


PREMIERS 2012 i SYDNEYSWANS 95 










2012 RESULTS 


ROUND 1 ■ ROUND7 ■ ROUND 13 ■ ROUND 19 


SATURDAY, MARCH 24 

GWS 5.7 (37) vs. Syd 14.16 (100) (ANZ) (N) 

THURSDAY, MARCH 29 

Rich 12.9 (81) vs. Carl 18.17 (125) (MCG) (N) 

FRIDAY, MARCH 30 

Haw20.17 (137) vs. Coll 16.19 (115) (MCG) (N) 

SATURDAY, MARCH 31 

Melb 11.12 (78) vs. BL 17.17 (119) (MCG) 

GCS 10.8 (68) vs. Adel 19.23 (137) (MS) (T) 
Frem 16.9 (105) vs. Geel 15.11 (101) (PS) (N) 
NM 15.12 (102) vs. Ess 14.20 (104) (ES) (N) 
SUNDAY, APRIL 1 

WB 12.15 (87) vs. WCE 21.10 (136) (ES) (E) 

PA 13.11 (89) vs. StK 13.7 (85) (AS) (T) 


ROUND2 


THURSDAY, APRIL 5 

BL 9.9 (63) vs. Carl 23.16 (154) (G) (N) 

SATURDAY, APRIL 7 

Ess 16.15 (111) vs. PA 13.8 (86) (ES) 

Syd 14.10 (94) vs. Frem 12.9 (81) (SCG) 

WCE 25.16 (166) vs. Melb 9.4 (58) (PS) (T) 

Coll 12.13 (85) vs. Rich 8.16 (64) (MCG) (N) 

Adel 11.16 (82) vs. WB 9.10 (64) (AS) (N) 

SUNDAY, APRIL 8 

NM 28.15 (183) vs. GWS 8.6 (54) (BA) (E) 

StK 21.13 (139) vs. GCS 7.5 (47) (ES) (T) 

MONDAY, APRIL 9 

Geel 14.8 (92) vs. Haw 13.12 (90) (MCG) 


ROUND3 


FRIDAY, APRIL 13 

Carl 18.14 (122) vs. Coll 9.8 (62) (MCG) (N) 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14 

Rich 20.13 (133) vs. Melb 11.8 (74) (MCG) 

PA 12.11 (83) vs. Syd 16.9 (105) (AS) 

Frem 8.16 (64) vs. BL 5.5 (35) (PS) (T) 

GCS 13.10 (88) vs. Ess 15.15 (105) (MS) (N) 
WB 5.10 (40) vs. StK 15.13 (103) (ES) (N) 
SUNDAY, APRIL 15 

GWS 10.9 (69) vs. WCE 23.12 (150) (BISP) (E) 
Haw 21.14 (140) vs. Adel 12.12 (84) (MCG) 

NM 20.11 (131) vs. Geel 16.18 (114) (ES) (T) 


ROUND k 


FRIDAY, APRIL 20 

StK 11.13 (79) vs. Frem 14.8 (92) (ES) (N) 
SATURDAY, APRIL 21 
Carl 11.13 (79) vs. Ess 15.19 (109) (MCG) 
Coll 14.13 (97) vs. PA 10.13 (73) (ES) 

Adel 13.18 (96) vs. GWS 7.8 (50) (AS) (T) 
WCE 5.21 (51) vs. Haw 5.16 (46) (PS) (N) 
BL 17.9 (111) vs. GCS 6.10 (46) (G) (N) 
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 
Geel 11.9 (75) vs. Rich 9.11 (65) (SS) (E) 
Syd 17.11 (113) vs. NM 10.17 (77) (SCG) 

Melb 9.13 (67) vs. WB 13.10 (88) (MCG) (T) 


ROUNDS 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25 

Coll 11.14 (80) vs. Ess 11.13 (79) (MCG) 

FRIDAY, APRIL 27 

Frem 7.15 (57) vs. Carl 10.5 (65) (PS) (N) 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28 

GWS 9.8 (62) vs. WB 15.14 (104) (MO) 

NM 17.25 (127) vs. GCS 13.15 (93) (ES) (T) 
Melb 10.6 (66) vs. StK 12.12 (84)(MCG) (N) 
BL 4.17 (41) vs. Geel 12.7 (79) (G) (N) 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29 
Haw 10.9 (69) vs. Syd 16.10 (106) (AU) (E) 
Rich 14.13 (97) vs. WCE 16.11 (107) (ES) 
Adel 16.14 (110) vs. PA 14.7 (91) (AS) (T) 


ROUND6 


FRIDAY, MAY 4 

WB 11.11 (77) vs. Coll 15.8 (98) (ES) (N) 

SATURDAY, MAY 5 

Ess 19.15 (129) vs. BL 9.8 (62) (ES) 

Geel 17.17 (119) vs. Melb 11.10 (76) (SS) 

GCS 14.3 (87) vs. Frem 14.10 (94) (MS) (T) 
StK 13.10 (88) vs. Haw 18.15 (123) (MCG) (N) 
Syd 14.10 (94) vs. Adel 15.9 (99) (SCG) (N) 
SUNDAY, MAY 6 

Carl 15.20 (110) vs. GWS 6.7 (43) (ES) (E) 

PA 8.6 (54) vs. Rich 13.13 (91) (AS) 

WCE 17.18 (120) vs. NM 15.5 (95) (PS) (T) 


FRIDAY, MAY 11 

Melb 6.13 (49) vs. Haw 15.25 (115) (MCG) (N) 

SATURDAY, MAY 12 

GWS 13.16 (94) vs. GCS 9.13 (67) (MO) 

Adel 19.8 (122) vs. Geel 10.12 (72) (AS) 

Rich 13.13 (91) vs. Syd 8.14 (62) (MCG) (T) 
Ess 16.17 (113) vs. WCE 7.10 (52) (ES) (N) 

BL 8.10 (58) vs. Coll 17.14 (116) (G) (N) 

SUNDAY, MAY 13 

NM 12.11 (83) vs. WB 15.11 (101) (ES) (E) 

Frem 12.15 (87) vs. PA 7.5 (47) (PS) (T) 
MONDAY, MAY 14 

StK 19.8 (122) vs. Carl 14.14 (98) (ES) (N) 


ROUND8 


FRIDAY, MAY 18 

Coll 14.12 (96) vs. Geel 11.18 (84) (MCG) (N) 

SATURDAY, MAY 19 

PA 14.11 (95) vs. NM 14.9 (93) (AS) 

Haw 17.17 (119) vs. Frem 9.9 (63) (AU) 

Syd 21.12 (138) vs. Melb 5.7 (37) (SCG) (T) 
Ess 19.14 (128) vs. Rich 15.19 (109) (MCG) (N) 
WB 9.18 (72) vs. GCS 4.10 (34) (TIO) (N) 
SUNDAY, MAY 20 
BL 19.18 (132) vs. GWS 5.10 (40) (G) (E) 

Carl 8.7 (55) vs. Adel 19.10 (124) (ES) 

WCE 18.13 (121) vs. StK 13.13 (91) (PS) (T) 


ROUND9 


FRIDAY, MAY 25 

WB 11.9 (75) vs. Geel 14.11 (95) (ES) (N) 
SATURDAY, MAY 26 
Rich 21.11 (137) vs. Haw 10.15 (75) (MCG) 
GCS 10.10 (70) vs. PA 17.16 (118) (MS) 

StK 16.15 (111) vs. Syd 12.11 (83) (ES) (T) 
GWS7.11 (53) vs. Ess 18.11 (119) (SK) (N) 
Adel 6.13 (49) vs. Coll 10.15 (75) (AS) (N) 
SUNDAY, MAY 27 
NM 17.10 (112) vs. BL15.6 (96) (ES) (E) 
Carl 15.17 (107) vs. Melb 6.13 (49) (MCG) 
WCE 11.18 (84) vs. Frem 5.6 (36) (PS) (T) 


ROUND 10 


FRIDAY, JUNE 1 

StK 16.17 (113) vs. Rich 18.13 (121) (ES) (N) 

SATURDAY, JUNE 2 

Geel 19.12 (126) vs. GWS 9.7 (61) (SS) 

Haw 27.12 (174) vs. NM 9.5 (59) (AU) 

Frem 12.10 (82) vs. Adel 17.9 (111) (PS) (T) 
Ess 6.16 (52) vs. Melb 8.10 (58) (MCG) (N) 
PA 14.15 (99) vs. Carl 6.9 (45) (AS) (N) 
SUNDAY, JUNE 3 

BL 16.6 (102) vs. WCE 15.10 (100) (G) (E) 
Syd 20.12 (132) vs. WB 5.10 (40) (SCG) 

Coll 23.11 (149) vs. GCS7.10 (52) (MCG) (T) 


ROUND 11 


FRIDAY, JUNE 8 

Carl 11.19 (85) vs. Geel 14.13 (97) (ES) (N) 

SATURDAY, JUNE 9 

Rich 9.12 (66) vs. Frem 12.6 (78) (MCG) 

GCS 7.7 (49) vs. StK 21.18 (144) (MS) (T) 

Ess 11.16 (82) vs. Syd 13.8 (86) (ES) (N) 

SUNDAY, JUNE 10 

PA 9.8 (62) vs. Haw 16.12 (108) (AS) (T) 

MONDAY, JUNE 11 

Melb 13.9 (87) vs. Coll 19.15 (129) (MCG) 

Byes: Adelaide Crows, Brisbane Lions, 

GWS Giants, North Melbourne, 

West Coast Eagles, Western Bulldogs 


ROUND 12 


THURSDAY, JUNE 14 

WCE 10.19 (79) vs. Carl 10.9 (69) (PS) (N) 

FRIDAY, JUNE 15 

Adel 17.13 (115) vs. StK 16.15 (111) (AS) (N) 

SATURDAY, JUNE 16 

GWS 12.2 (74) vs. Rich 11.20 (86) (SK) 

GCS 12.8 (80) vs. NM 11.21 (87) (MS) (N) 
SUNDAY, JUNE 17 

Haw 19.21 (135) vs. BL 11.4 (70) (MCG) (E) 
WB 13.17 (95) vs. PA 8.9 (57) (ES) (T) 
Byes: Collingwood, Essendon, Fremantle, 
Geelong Cats, Melbourne, Sydney Swans 


FRIDAY, JUNE 22 

Syd 12.8 (80) vs. Geel 11.8 (74) (SCG) (N) 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23 
WB 7.14 (56) vs. BL 18.6 (114) (ES) 

Coll 12.13 (85) vs. WCE 12.10 (82) (MCG) (T) 
Frem 14.5 (89) vs. Ess 17.11 (113) (PS) (N) 
SUNDAY, JUNE 24 
Melb 20.15 (135) vs. GWS 9.3 (57) (MCG) 
NM 17.19 (121) vs. Adel 13.11 (89) (ES) (T) 
Byes: Carlton, Gold Coast Suns, Hawthorn, 
Port Adelaide, Richmond, St Kilda 


ROUND 14 


FRIDAY, JUNE 29 

Carl 10.10 (70) vs. Haw 18.12 (120) (MCG) (N) 
SATURDAY, JUNE 30 
Coll 15.17 (107) vs. Frem 12.6 (78) (MCG) 
Adel 17.4 (106) vs. Rich 13.9 (87) (AS) 

WCE 25.16 (166) vs. GCS 5.10 (40) (PS) (T) 
Ess21.14 (140) vs. WB 8.8 (56) (ES) (N) 

Syd 19.18 (132) vs. GWS 5.8 (38) (ANZ) (N) 
SUNDAY, JULY 1 

Geel 14.15 (99) vs. PA 8.13 (61) (SS) (E) 

BL 18.14 (122) vs. Melb 8.13 (61) (G) 

StK 15.13 (103) vs. NM 21.10 (136) (ES) (T) 


ROUND 15 


FRIDAY, JULY 6 

Coll 8.14 (62) vs. Carl 12.13 (85) (MCG) (N) 

SATURDAY, JULY 7 

NM 13.6 (84) vs. WCE 12.14 (86) (BA) 

Melb 11.12 (78) vs. Rich 13.23 (101) (MCG) 
Syd 16.14 (110) vs. BL 9.9 (63) (SCG) (T) 

StK 21.7 (133) vs. Ess 8.14 (62) (ES) (N) 

PA 8.10 (58) vs. Adel 17.14 (116) (AS) (N) 
SUNDAY, JULY 8 

Haw 28.25 (193) vs. GWS 4.7 (31) (MCG) (E) 
GCS 13.18 (96) vs. Geel 15.20 (110) (MS) 
Frem 14.11 (95) vs. WB 8.9 (57) (PS) (T) 


ROUND 16 


FRIDAY, JULY 13 

NM 24.5 (149) vs. Carl 14.12 (96) (ES) (N) 

SATURDAY, JULY 14 

Melb 12.11 (83) vs. Frem 18.9 (117) (ES) 

PA 11.11 (77) vs. Ess 19.13 (127) (AS) 

Rich 13.10 (88) vs. GCS 13.12 (90) (CS) (T) 
Geel 10.19 (79) vs. Coll 17.8 (110) (MCG) (N) 
BL 14.8 (92) vs. StK 16.9 (105) (G) (N) 
SUNDAY, JULY 15 

GWS 8.11 (59) vs. Adel 27.16 (178) (SK) (E) 
WB 6.8 (44) vs. Haw 17.14 (116) (ES) 

WCE 10.9 (69) vs. Syd 18.13 (121) (PS) (T) 


ROUND 17 


FRIDAY, JULY 20 

Geel 20.14 (134) vs. Ess 10.7 (67) (ES) (N) 
SATURDAY, JULY 21 
Coll 13.13 (91) vs. Haw 21.12 (138) (MCG) 
Adel 19.10 (124) vs. WCE 11.9 (75) (AS) 

GCS 5.18 (48) vs. BL 8.11 (59) (MS) (T) 

WB 12.12 (84) vs. Carl 16.6 (102) (ES) (N) 
Melb 8.8 (56) vs. PA 12.12 (84) (TIO) (N) 
SUNDAY, JULY 22 

Syd 15.15 (105) vs. St K 10.16 (76) (SCG) (E) 
Rich 14.15 (99) vs. NM 15.13 (103) (MCG) 
Frem 18.24 (132) vs. GWS 5.7 (37) (PS) (T) 


ROUND 18 


FRIDAY, JULY 27 

Ess 12.14 (86) vs. Haw27.18 (180) (ES) (N) 

SATURDAY, JULY 28 

Geel 15.12 (102) vs. Adel 11.9 (75) (SS) 

NM 19.13 (127) vs. Melb 11.7 (73) (ES) 

GWS 7.12 (54) vs. Coll 26.18 (174) (SK) (T) 
Carl 14.11 (95) vs. Rich 13.13 (91) (MCG) (N) 
GCS 8.6 (54) vs. Syd 19.12 (126) (MS) (N) 
SUNDAY, JULY 29 
PA 6.12 (48) vs. Frem 11.9 (75) (AS) (E) 
StK 16.22 (118) vs. WB 6.6 (42) (ES) 

WCE 28.7 (175) vs. BL 12.5 (77) (PS) (T) 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 3 

Haw 17.14 (116) vs. Geel 18.10 (118) (MCG) (N) 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4 
WB 8.13 (61) vs. NM 18.7 (115) (ES) 

GWS16.il (107) vs. PA 10.13 (73) (SK) 

Frem 17.11 (113) vs. WCE 6.12 (48) (PS) (T) 
Coll 12.19 (91) vs. StK 13.7 (85) (MCG) (N) 

BL 12.12 (84) vs. Rich 20.12 (132) (G) (N) 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 5 
Melb 16.12 (108) vs. GCS 9.12 (66) (MCG) (E) 
Carl 10.11 (71) vs. Syd 14.9 (93) (ES) 

Adel 16.8 (104) vs. Ess 15.10 (100) (AS) (T) 


ROUND20 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 10 

WCE 16.6 (102) vs. Geel 15.7 (97) (PS) (N) 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11 

StK 16.11 (107) vs. Melb 12.10 (82) (MCG) 

Adel 17.17 (119) vs. Frem 14.7 (91) (AS) 

GCS 16.13 (109) vs. GWS 12.7 (79) (MS) (T) 
Syd 9.16 (70) vs. Coll 12.6 (78) (ANZ) (N) 
Carl 17.11 (113) vs. BL 10.17 (77) (ES) (N) 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 
Haw 24.15 (159) vs. PA 13.9 (87) (AU) (E) 
Rich 22.18 (150) vs. WB 12.8 (80) (MCG) 
Ess 11.10 (76) vs. NM 15.10 (100) (ES) (T) 


ROUND 21 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 17 

Geel 18.15 (123) vs. StK 11.15 (81) (ES) (N) 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18 

Ess 8.12 (60) vs. Carl 24.12 (156) (MCG) 
GWS 9.5 (59) vs. Melb 11.18 (84) (MO) 

Frem 13.16 (94) vs. Rich 11.6 (72) (PS) (T) 
Coll 8.13 (61) vs. NM 13.13 (91) (ES) (N) 

BL 13.17 (95) vs. Adel 12.13 (85) (G) (N) 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 

PA 6.14 (50) vs. WCE 14.14 (98) (AS) (E) 

WB 13.7 (85) vs. Syd 26.11 (167) (ES) 

Haw 19.15 (129) vs. GCS 10.5 (65) (MCG) (T) 


ROUND22 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 24 

Rich 13.24 (102) vs. Ess 8.9 (57) (MCG) (N) 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 

StK 25.13 (163) vs. GWS 5.5 (35) (ES) 

PA 14.9 (93) vs. BL16.8 (104) (AS) 

Syd 14.11 (95) vs. Haw 15.12 (102) (SCG) (T) 
WCE 15.17 (107) vs. Coll 8.10 (58) (PS) (N) 
GCS 15.8 (98) vs. Carl 11.20 (86) (MS) (N) 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 
Geel 16.11 (107) vs. WB 11.7 (73) (SS) (E) 

NM 12.7 (79) vs. Frem 20.12 (132) (ES) 

Melb 11.15 (81) vs. Adel 22.18 (150) (MCG) (T) 


ROUND23 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 

Haw 14.11 (95) vs. WCE 10.10 (70) (MCG) (N) 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

Geel 17.10 (112) vs. Syd 11.12 (78) (SS) 

Adel 22.21 (153) vs. GCS 9.8 (62) (AS) 

GWS 11.11 (77) vs. NM 16.9 (105) (SK) (T) 
Frem 14.17 (101) vs. Melb 5.10 (40) (PS) (N) 
Ess 10.12 (72) vs. Coll 14.20 (104) (MCG) (N) 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
Carl 12.19 (91) vs. StK 16.10 (106) (ES) (E) 
Rich 16.10 (106) vs. PA 16.10 (106) (MCG) 

BL 19.14 (128) vs. WB 9.7 (61) (G) (T) 


FINALS SERIES 


SEPTEMBER 7,8,9 

Haw 20.15 (135) vs. Coll 15.7 (97) (MCG) (N) 

Adel 5.12 (42) vs. Syd 11.5 (71) (AS) 

Geel 11.14 (80) vs. Frem 14.12 (96) (MCG) (N) 
WCE 24.18 (162) vs. NM 9.12 (66) (PS) 
SEPTEMBER 14,15 
Adel 12.9 (81) vs. Frem 11.5 (71) (AS) (N) 

Coll 10.13 (73) vs. WCE 9.6 (60) (MCG) (N) 

SEPTEMBER 21,22 

Syd 13.18 (96) vs. Coll 10.10 (70) (ANZ) (N) 

Haw 13.19 (97) vs. Adel 14.8 (92) (MCG) (T) 

SEPTEMBER 29 

Haw 11.15 (81) vs. Syd 14.7 (91) (MCG) 


© 2011 Australian Football League. Reproduction of the AFL schedule of matches (AFL Fixture) in whole or in part is permitted only with prior written approval of the AFL. The AFL Fixture is subject to change without notice. The AFL will not 
be liable for changes made to the AFL Fixture. This version of the AFL Fixture is correct as of October 29,2011. For the latest information, visit aficom.au. (E) Early game; (T) Twilight game; (N) Night game; (ANZ) ANZ Stadium, Sydney; (AS) 
AAMI Stadium, Adelaide; (AU) Aurora Stadium, Launceston; (BA) Blundstone Arena, Hobart; (BISP) Blacktown International Sportspark Sydney; (CS) Cazaly’s Stadium, Cairns; (ES) Etihad Stadium, Melbourne; (G) Gabba, Brisbane; (MCG) 
Melbourne Cricket Ground; (MO) Manuka Oval, Canberra; (MS) Metricon Stadium, Carrara; (PS) Patersons Stadium, Perth; (SCG) Sydney Cricket Ground; (SK) Skoda Stadium, Sydney; (SS) Simonds Stadium, Geelong; (TIO) TIO Stadium, Darwin. 
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Sydney Swans T? 




SYDNEY SW 



Celebrate the Sydney Swans’ triumph 
and dominating season by visiting 
aflphotos.com.au. All the best 2012 
Grand Final photos are available to 
purchase as prints. 


PHOTOS 

aflphotos.com.au 


Order your official Sydney Swans' 
souvenir photos from the 
2012 Toyota AFL Grand Final 

Order today at shop.afl.com.au 
















THE 2012 SEASON BY THE NUMBERS 


1 AFL premiership 


1 Norm Smith Medal 
(Ryan O’Keefe) 


1 Player who finished in the 
top 10 in the Brownlow Medal 
(Josh Kennedy) 


1 Win by 100 points or more 


2 All-Australians (Josh Kennedy, 
Ted Richards) 


5 Premierships won by the 
club since 1897 


6 Losses (rounds 6,7,9,20, 
22,23) 


7 Wins by 50 points or more 


9 Longest winning streak, 
rounds 10-19 


19 Wins from 25 matches 


76 The Swans’ winning 
percentage 


93 Brownlow Medal votes 
received by Sydney players 


105.9 Average score 
in 25 matches 


101 Greatest winning margin, 
versus Melbourne in round eight 
at the SCG 


167 Highest score, versus 
Western Bulldogs in round 21 
at Etihad Stadium 


292 Behinds kicked 


376 Goals kicked 


2548 Total points for 


31,900 Average 
crowd at the club’s games 


797,513 People who attended 
the club’s 25 matches 
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SWANSHOP 

THE OFFICIAL ONLINE SHOP OF THE SYDNEY SWANS 

shop.sydneyswans.com.au 


SYDNEY SWANS 



2012 Premiers Merchandise 

Available NOW! 


Stadium Store 10am - 6pm weekdays. 

10am - 4pm Saturdays plus all game days. 
Opposite Venue Services, Allianz Stadium, Moore Park. 


Playbill 







ISBN ^7fl-D-^fl73^flD-D-0 


9 780987 398000 


QBE are proud to 
congratulate 
the Sydney Swans 
on their 2012 
Premiership win. 




















































